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FFICIENCY in the church and Sunday-school 

is due to a combination of forces. Consecrated, 
carefully planned management combined with the 
-proper working tools means an efficient organization. 
What are the tools ? Perhaps better records, perhaps 
better equipment, better music,—these and many 
other factors have their part. And in the TIMES ad- 
vertising -columns the Sunday-school:and ‘church 
leader finds practical suggestions as to how to:bring 

about this more effective organization. 
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My Necklace of Sighs 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HAVE been jealous of my: petty cares, ~ 
So fearful lest-a single one depart ; 
I’ve nursed my sorrows into dull despairs 
That thrust: thé joys God-gave me from my heart. 


I have strung sighs like pearls upon a string 
To wear about my neck, and on my breast ; 

And ranged my. little crosses, glimmering 
Upon my, pillow, when I went to rest. 


. Dear God, to-think how all these days I've worn 
The prickly. sackcloth of this p .in and pride, 

When for my-happy freedom Thou wast born, 
When for my peace and. pardon Thou hast died! 








What Is Unbelief? 


Unbelief is a sin of the heart and will, and not 
merely of the intellect. Man’s unbelief comes from 
rebellion and obstinacy in sin because he prefers dark- 
ness to light, and will not come to the light lest his 
deeds be reproved. Man tries to hide under the ex- 
cuse that Satan encourages with all his arts, that it 
is not possible to know the truth, not possible to prove 
that the Bible really is the Word of God and that all 
the Bible says will certainly come to pass. Man argues 
with his intellect and rebels against the truth of death, 
the second death ; against the truth of a just God and 
a judgment in wrath ; he rebels against the thought of 
the wrath of God and of everlasting destruction, of 
a lake of fire and eternal torment. All these with his 
intellect man refuses to believe, not because they are 
impossible, but because he does not want to turn to 
God, repent, and change his ways. He loves darkness 
rather than Light, and so rather than repent and be 
saved he professes disbelief in the Word of God and 
the testimony of his Son and all the prophets whom 
he sends. Therefore unbelief is a sin of the heart and 
will, of obstinacy in evil and rebellion against God, 
and not merely intellectual ignorance and. pardonable 
doubt. Many pride themselves on their doubt, on the 
ground that it is thoughtfulness. No! doubts are 
seeds sown by the Evil One which, if fostered, will 
destroy us. a= and belief come to true and. guile- 
less souls; our Lord said, “Except ye . . . become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” Fear afd unbelief head the awful fist of 
the doomed in Revelation 21:8:. It was unbelief that 





crucified the Lord of glory. They believed him not, 
in spite of his life, his works, his testimony. Do we 
believe in him? If we do not believe him to be all he 
claimed, then we must believe him to have been the 
greatest imposter and liar the world has known. For 
such a sin even crucifixion would not have been too 
much. Then were the Jews justified, and we by our 
unbelief are in sympathy with their act and accessory 
to it. By unbelief we become guilty of the death of 
Christ. By belief we receive Him as our present and 


eternal life. 
“~< 
Evangelism by Barbed Wire 


Unlikely servants can be pressed into the Lord’s 
service. The air itself is the domain of the Lord’s 
great adversary Satan and his hosts of evil spirits; 
but the air today is carrying the blood Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as never before through the min- 
istry of radio. It is true that Satan uses this great 
invention in many ways, including hation-wide broad- 
casting of the poison of unbelief given by brilliant 
Modernist preachers. But there are also true preachers 
of the Word on the air, and powerful stations carry 
their broadcasting of God’s own words of life and sal- 
vation.: WMBI, the station of the Moody Bible ‘In- 
stitute of Chicago, is one of these. It covers a territory 
of some four million square miles, reaching from 
Vancouver to Key ‘West, from California to Nova 
Scotia, and from Saskatchewan to Tampico, Mexico: 
One of its ministries is ‘the seven. o’clock morning 
family worship hour every day except Sunday. Many 
families throughout North America are following this 
with open Bibles, .Gospel singing, and prayer. A 
family on a homestead in far northern Saskatchewan 
longed for -the blessing of ‘this fellowship, but could 
not. afford a radio. - Their nearest neighbor had a 
receiving: set and was getting the messages from 
WMBI. So the family~bought a loud speaker and 
connected it with the neighbor’s set by means of the 
barbed: wire fence. Using two wires of the fence 
some seventy rods in length, and about forty rods of 
insulated wire reaching: to and from the fence for 
connections, they attached the speaker, and now they 
receive the morning service and start every day. in 
fellowship with thousands. of God’s children. May 
we all pray for God’s own blessing on the giving: of 


. the Gospel by radio, and especially that every possible 


opportunity. may be given to WMBI and all other 
evangelical stations by the Federal Radio Commission, 


| “— 
Two Men of God 


Old men can know and share the blessings of 
eternal youth. In a personal letter to the Editor the 
“Unknown Christian” of England wrote, just after 
the death of Dr. F. B. Meyer, a beautiful tribute to 
that man of God and another. ‘He and Prebendary 
Carlile of the Church Army were boys together. They 
went to rival schools and no love was lost between 
them when gang met gang! Yet I question if two 
more loving and lovable men have lived in this century. 
Both men, humanly speaking, owe the depth of their 
spirituality to D. L. Moody. Both men spent. their 
energies unceasingly in endeavoring to bring others 
into the fullness of: blessing —the life more abundant. 
Wilson Carlile is still with us radiating the love of 
God, wooing and winning others to the higher life. 
F. B. Meyer has gone within the veil. But, as he said 
in a parting letter, ‘We shall be in very close sympathy 
on either side of the veil.’ I remember Dr, Meyer 
recounting the moments of his great decision. He 
said he was wholly yielded to Christ except in one 
small matter, and he knelt in prayer asking for bless- 
ing upon his ministry. God’s voice said, ‘Are all.the 
keys of your heart mine?’ ‘Yes, Lord, yes — except 
the key of one small chamber of my heart.’ ‘Will 
you give me that also?’ said the voice. Then came ‘the 
.struggle. At last he broke down, yielded, and sur- 
rendered his whole being to the Saviour who died for 
him. Then began the most blessed ministry he had 
ever known. Just before Dr. Meyer went to his wider 
‘service in the realms of glory I took his place at two 


_ conventions in London — unworthy as I felt myself to 


do so. In each convention I expressed my sorrow at 
the absence of such a leader, and said: ‘When Dr. 
Meyer speaks today, he talks as one who has had a 
glimpse into Heaven itself; and then, turning earth- 
ward on the doorstep of Heaven, he gives a parting 
message of hope and cheer before entering in.’ Little 
did I think the ‘entrance in’ was to come so soon.” 
It may come unexpectedly soon for any of us. And 
we can be, if we will, as ready to enter as was Dr. 
Meyer. 


The Wonders of Wisdom 


T HAS been said that “true wisdom is to justify 
God and condemn oneself.” The Book of Proverbs 
gives us to know what is God’s estimate of wis- 
dom; for this Book is as truly inspired as are all the 
other sixty-five Books of the Bible, and is not a mere 
record of Solomon’s philosophy of life, as some think. 

In this Book of Proverbs we find “wisdom” and 
“true wisdom” mentioned some forty-two times, and 
there are also many other terms employed, synonymous 
in meaning, such as understanding, knowledge, pru- 
dence, subtlety ; there is also mentioned “sound wis- 
dom.” If wisdom is so important an attribute in the 
thought of God, does it not behoove us to search out 
for ourselves its significance, and seek for its appro- 
priation in our lives? 

The Word of God defines for us clearly the mean- 
ing of wisdom. The Spirit warns us that there is a 
wisdom of the world and tells us to avoid it. In 
James 3:14, 15 are revealed to us the fruits of earthly 
wisdom, which are fr envying and strife.” While, 
in contrast, in verse 17, are cited -the fruits of true 
wistem = saieateia of which renders one “first 
pure, poncenite, “eyntle,. and easy to be entreated, 
full ney “and s fruits, without partiality, and 
without risy.” In other words, a man who is 
truly wise amd “endued with knowledge,” as he is 
spoken of im yérse 13, will show forth by a good life, 
accompanied By deep humility, works which are a 
product ef the indwelling wisdom of God. So might 
the verse*ke-paraphrased.. 

Again in 1 Corinthians 3:19 we are warned against 
the “wisdesh of this world” which, says the Spirit, “is 


foolishness with God.” Let us pursue a little further 
our search for divine declarations concerning “wis- 
dom.” We have seen what’ the Word has to say con- 
cerning its fruits, whereby can be recognized the pos- 
session of this treasure, but what is the real essence 
of the thing itself, what indeed is wisdom? 

We -find, “The "fear [or reverence] of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9: 10), but we notice 
that this godly fear is but the beginning, not the end. 
We are also struck by the fact that wisdom is the gift 
of God, and that all through the Word it is declared 
that’ it was he who bestowed it upon his chosen —as, 
Exodus 36:1, “In whom the Lord put wisdom,” and 
1 Kings 4: 29, “And God gave Solomon wisdom.” We 
read of those who besought of God this gift of wis- 
dom, and read that they received it as did Solomon in 
his prayer in 2 Chronicles 1: 10, “Give me now wis- 
dom and knowledge.” We read also in Daniel 2:21, 
“He giveth wisdom unto the vig 8 and we hear the 
Lord’s promise to his disciples, “I will give you a 
mouth and wisdom” (Luke 21:15). We know also 
that we are bidden to seek this blessing from James 
1:5, where we are commanded, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask . 

We know something ‘also from the Word of the 
exceeding preciousness, of this acquisition. In 
28:18 we read, “For the price. of wisdom is above 
rubies” ; and in Proverbs 3:15, “She is more precious 
than rubies.’ We know that the ruby. is Phe most 


- valued of all gem-stones, and just fere'a rhost remark- 


able confirmation of the Bible record is brought out, 
‘for in the Encyclopedia Britannica we gather the fact 
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that the ruby is indeed the most precious of all stones, 
and that “although the word ruby is used in the Eng- 
lish translation of the Old Testament, it is improbable 
that the true ruby was known to the ancient Hebrews.” 
But the Holy Spirit knew this fact, if the ancient 
Hebrews, who were his amanuenses, did not, and here 
we have another proof that the Word is indeed iner- 
rant and infallible. ; 

Now if wisdom is above the price of rubies, the most 
valued gem on earth, we can readily believe that the 
eighth chapter of Proverbs, with its wonderful eulogy 
of wisdom, can only be applied to ur Lord “in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
(Col. 2:3). Hear what this chapter of Proverbs has 
to say about wisdom, which can only refer to Christ 
the Lord: “Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I 
am understanding; I have strength. ... I lead in the 
way of righteousness. .. . I was set up from everlast- 
ing, from the beginning, or ever the earth was... 
before the hills was I brought forth. .. . When he 
prepared the heavens, I was there. ... I was by him, 
as one brought up with him: and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him. ... Whoso findeth 
me findeth life.” 

What can we say in face of this last declaration, 
save that “it is the Lord’? For in finding him alone 
have we found life. And this but finds confirmation 
when we read in Paul’s prison prayer (Col. 1:9) his 
supplication that these saints might be “filled with 
the knowledge of his will in all wisdom.” 

Therefore, we cannot but be convinced that to have 
Christ possessing us in his fullness, imparting to us 
the full. understanding of the will of God, making to 
flower in us all the blessed graces of the Spirit, is 


SS ee 


indeed to possess the true wisdom, which is so en- 
joined upon us by the commands of Scripture. 

And is not this last word from Proverbs 1: 33 
vastly consoling, in our troubled age? “Whose heark- 
eneth unto me shall dwell safely.” 

Many years ago a young student in a Western 
university had as a close friend the Professor of 
Botany who was a remarkably brilliant man. They 
had everything in common with the exception of one 
subject——that of religion. The young man _ had 
surrendered all in simple faith to his Saviour. On this 
subject they conversed often, and always the attitude 
of the professor was one of scoffing and ridicule. One 
day, from his tortured soul, the young man _ burst 
forth: “Do you indeed want to destroy my faith? 
Do you not know that’I was a godless worldly youth 
without ambition or hope, until I yield 1 to Christ? 
Do you not know that it was my Saviour who im- 
parted to me this ambition for an education and ‘the 
purpose to achieve it? Do you want to rob me of all 
my hope and comfort and detiverance from the shackles 
of sin?” The professor 1egarded him gravely, his 
head dropped, and without a word he turned on his 
heel and !eft the young man. Never again did he 
revert to the subject of religion in his presence. Not- 
withstanding, this brilliant professor continued in his 
unbelief, and one day, many years later, took his own 
life after trying at the same time to kill two other 
members of his family. The young man, never the 
equal in brilliancy of his friend, is today the honored 
head of a great missionary organization, generally 
respected and loved. He made his choice, the profes- 
sor also made his. “Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall 
dwell safely.” 





What Is the Best Course of 
Sunday School Lessons? 


A Canadian reader, sending to THe Sunpay 
Scnoot TIMES renewals and new names making up a 
club of thirty-five subscribers, asks about the Interna- 
national Uniform Lessons and other courses: 


Our school is in a bit of a quandary about continu- 
ing the International Lesson Course. The titles of 
many of the lessons during the past six months have 
been so unsatisfactory from our viewpoint, that there 
is a strong feeling that we should make some change. 
Our greatest difficulty lies in the fact that if we make 
a change we will not have the TiMEs as a lesson help.- 

I recall that some few years ago you discussed the 

. possibility of devoting some space to another Lesson 
Course. Is that still an open question? Personally 
I realize what a very difficult situation is being created 

! for publishers of such a paper as yours. I know you 
must serve the majority, and that is as it should be. 
I wonder if there is no disposition on the part of the 
International Lesson Committee to abandon some of 

, the hop, skip, and jump methods that they have 
adopted, and the absurd titles they have been attach- 
ing to lessons, in favor of a more connected and 
consecutive study of the Book. 

I inherited a love for the Times from my Scotch 
father who has long since gone Home, and am trying 
to discharge my indebtedness by introducing others 
to a magazine which in my opinion is without an equal 
in value either on this continent or any other. 


THE SunpAy ScHoot TiMEs is grateful for such 
hearty words of confidence in this paper, and wel- 
comes the opportunity of calling this reader’s atten- 
tion to certain important facts about the Uniform 
Lessons that seem to have been overlooked by his 
Sunday-school. When mistaken ideas have gained 
currency, as they have in connection with the Uniform 
Lessons, it is sometimes difficult to overtake them and 
secure the same currency for the actual facts in the 
case. But there are vast multitudes of Sunday-school 
workers.in Canada. and the United States who, to- 
gether with THE SuNpAy Scuoot TIMEs, are rejoic- 
ing in the extraordinarily rich opportunity for com- 
prehensive Bible study offered’ by the International 
Uniform Lessons, particularly for 1930 and 1931. 

Many years ago there may have been some reason 
for the criticism: that the Uniform Lessons followed 
“hop, skip, and jump methods,” but that criticism 
failed to have any reasonable basis of fact many 
years ago. It would be difficult to find, or arrange, 
any course of Sunday-school lessons covering large 
and unbroken sections of the Bible more satisfactorily 
than the Uniform Lessons. Thus the first six months 
of 1930 are given to the study of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew, not a single verse of this Gospel being omitted. 
The first six months of 1931 are to be devoted to the 
study of the entire Gospel of Luke, — omitting only 
one short verse in the entire Gospel, and that verse 
will be covered by the helps in THE Sunpay ScHooL 
Time#@ Over and over again in recent years and 
earlier the Uniform Lessons have thus given whole- 
book studies, entirely removing the criticism of any 
hop, skip, and jump method. 





When providing valuable studies in Bible doctrines 
or practical topics of Christian living, the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee of course brings together 
in a lesson series the Scriptures from many different 
parts of the Bible, for that is the only safe way to 
study a doctrine or a subject. All well arranged 
plans of chain references in a Bible do this, for the 
guidance and equipment of the student of the Word. 
Thus the Scofield Reference Bible by its references 
enables one to go through all the Scriptures on great, 
central doctrines and subjects, such :; Atonement, 
Resurrection, Faith, Gospel, Grace, Prayer, Repentance, 
and many other such themes; this might be called a 
hop, skip, and jump method, for it takes one through 
the Scriptures passing from one chapter to another, 
and from one book to another, in searching out the 
riches of God’s Word. It is a welcome fact’ that the 
International Uniform Lessons do this from time to 
time, in valuable studies of important doctrines and 
subjects, to the great blessing of those who use these 
lessons. Early last year THe SuNDAY ScHooL TIMES 
called attention to the lessons of the First Quarter 
of 1929, as “perhaps the richest, most searching and 
rewarding studies of great fundamental truths of the 
Word that have ever yet been brought together in a 
Uniform Lesson Course. It would seem difficult or 
impossible for any group of men to have brought 
together varied Scriptures from the entire Bible on 
such topics as Our Heavenly Father, Sin, Christ the 
Saviour, The ‘Holy Spirit, The Holy Scriptures, Re- 
pentance and Faith, and Prayer, that would open up 
the deep meanings of these great themes more richly 
and comprehensively than has been done.” 

In its issue of November 30, 1929, the Trmes dis- 
cussed this matter of lesson courses rather fully, and 
made the following editorial statement: “THE Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times Editors are aware, of course, of 
the questioning that has arisen from time to time as 
tu the International Uniform’ Lessons.. The Tres 
has given a great deal of time and attention to the 
consideration of various -other courses of study, and 
various other plans for Bible study in the Sunday- 
school that have been proposed. A few: years ago 
the World’s Christian Fundamentals Association, with 
the hearty co-operation of Tuk Sunpay ScHoon 
Times and other Christian’ journals, launched a series 
known as the ‘Whole Bible Sunday-school Lesson 
Course.’ Its purpose was to cover the entire Bible 
in systematic study in the Sunday-schools. It proved 





In order that readers may have the facts 
given here about the Uniform Lessons for dis- 
. tribution to their fellow workers, a leaflet re- 
print of the article entitled “What Is the Best 
Course of Sunday School Lessons?” will be 
sent free of charge, in any quarttity desired, 
upon application to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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to be unsatisfactory and impracticable, and after mak- 
ing a full trial of it the Times dropped the department 
of lesson helps devoted to it, in order_to concentrate 
again on the International Uniform Course. 

“For the Times believes that, all things considered, 
the International Uniform Lessons offer a better and 
richer opportunity to-most’ Sunday-schools, for sys- 
tematic and thoroughgoing Bible study of the best sort, 
than is offered by any other course or plan. There 


are, to be sure, some defects in the Uniform Lessons, _ 


—probably no course of Bible study has ever been 
prepared by uninspired hiiman beings that had not 
one or another ‘défect. In the series just concluding 
in the Fourth Quartér of the present year, on ‘Séme 
§ cial Teachings ef the Bible,’ the phrasing. of the 
lesson titles was not satisfactory, and suggested em- 
phases or interpretations with which THe SuNpDAY 
ScHoot Times and many other Bible students do not 
‘agree. The lesson’ for November 10, for example, 
‘World Peace Through Mutual Understanding,’ bore 
a title which the. Times showed, by-its leading editorial 
in the issue containing that lesson, October 26,. did, 
not correctly interpret the Scriptures. But the Scrip- 
ture selections for that lesson were vety fine, and 
gave an opportunity for the study of the subject of 
world peace which every true child of God could wel- 
come. Similarly all the Scripture selections in the 
lessons of the present Quarter have been rich with 
opportunity for topical study of the best sort, — such 
as the Christian’s obligations to others, the Scriptural 
duty of keeping fit, the joy and glory of useful work, 
the proper place of recreation in the Christian’s life, 
the God-ordained respect for rightful authority, and 
other vital subjects.” . . 

Another important and really momentous fact should 
be taken into account. Certain “Modern” and “Lib- 
eral” leaders in religious education, with whose posi- 
tions and teachings the Canadian reader evidently 
would have no agreement or sympathy, constantly 
seek to disparage the Uniform Lesson principle for 
Sunday-school study, and urge the adoption of various 
Graded Courses. Thus at the last World’s Sunday 
School Convention, held at Los Angeles, in July, 1928, 
the leader of a meeting on Curriculum Study made 
a statement on which the Times commented in its 
report of that Convention. He said: “One great 
virtue that the old Uniform Lesson System had— 
and you know I don’t think it had very many — was 
that it brought old and young together in their relig- 
ious education.” The Editor’s comment on this was 
as follows: 

“He used the past tense for the Uniform Lessons, 
as one might of a dear old soul that had lived in an 
earlier day, had died, and had had a decent burial. He 
seemed to overlook the fact that the International Uni- 
form Lessons not only have not died, but are used 
today by a vastly larger number of intelligent, alert, 
thoroughly trained and up-to-date Sunday-school 
workers than any other course of lessons. 

“Statistics printed by various denominational pub- 
lishing houses show that over sixty percent of all 
lesson helps used are based on the International Uni- 
form Lessons. Nearly all of the interdenominational 
publishing houses providing helps for Sunday-school 
teachers use the International Uniform Lessons, and 
the annual volumes for Sunday-school teachers, such 
as Peloubet’s Notes, are also based on the Interna- 


tional Uniform Lessons. In view of these facts it is - 


safe to say that seventy-five percent of the Sunday- 
schools are still using the International Uniform Les- 
sons above the Junior Grade.... 

“Nor are the Uniform Lessons used only by those 
who have not yet ‘awakened’ to the supposed neces- 
sity and advantages of the Graded Lessons, as some 
would have us suppose, but they are used- by great 
numbers of Sunday-school workers who have tried 
the Graded Lessons, have studied, investigated, and 
tested the claims made for them, and have found them 
seriously lacking in advantages to be had only by the 
use of Uniform Lessons. One of the great objections 
to the Graded Lessons is the fact that they are so 
largely based on principles rooted in modern educa- 
tional theories that conflict with the principles of 
Scripture in dealing with human nature. This means 
that they are spiritually ineffective in vital ways, 
while the principle of old and young going through 
large portions of Scripture together in uniform study 
has proved itself.” - 2 
- If teachers in general really knew how compreheén- 
sively the Gospel of Matthew will be covered this 
year, how rich will be the sttidy of Representative 
Men and Women of the Old and New Testaments’ in 
the Uniform. Series for the latter half of 1930, these 
lesscns would be used even more wideiy than ever. 
You and your fellow teachers, and your friends in 
other schools as well, can readily learn about these. 
If. you will send the Tres at once the names and 
addresses of five or more persons who, in your opin- 
ion, ought to have THE SuNpAY ScHoot Times this 
year, the publishers will gladly send you, in return 
for this service, a 20-page pamphlet giving a full list 
of the International Uniform Lessons for 1930. Or 
if you prefer to buy, it, this pamphlet may be ordered 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 323 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents a copy, 
or $1 a dozen. 
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What I Want My Superintendent to Be and to Do 


As he leads a school where soul-winning is put first 











By Warren | R. Ward 














most important man in the church to stand and 

serve with the pastor in the great work of. soul- 
winning. ‘His’ position in the ‘church-is very close 
to that of the pastor; his influence is almost limitless. 
Therefore, I would have him to be a true child of 
God. I would have him living-in God's grace and 
walking in humble dependence upon the guidance and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

I doubt if the life of the pastor himself, among the 

young people of the church, is more powerful than that 
of the superintendent of the Sunday-school. In- my 
early ministry an experience came into my life that 
made a profound impression upon me. A little boy, 
about five years of age, went home after a church 
service and said to his mother: ‘“Mother,.I want to 
be a preacher just like Mr. Ward.” When. that 
mother told me about this, it drove me to my knees. 
I knew that I did not want that boy to be a preacher 
“just like Mr. Ward,” for I knew “Mr. Ward’ bet- 
ter than he did; but I prayed then, and I have prayed 
thousands of times since, that I might be the kind 
of preacher that would be worthy of any boy’s imita- 
tion. ; bak : 
If my superintendent has the influence in my Sun- 
day-school that he should have, hundreds of boys and 
girls are wanting to be like him. Is he the kind of 
man that I can point to as an example to follow? 
Is his home life, his business life and social life, as 
well as his inner personal life, that of a real Chris- 
tian? This is infinitely more important than his posi- 
tion in the business world,—how much money he 
has or can give to the work. I care not so much what 
influence he has with men of affairs, but how much 
influence he has with God. I am not so much: im- 
pressed with a man’s personal talents and human 
‘ability as I am with his real Christ-likeness in spirit 
and his power with God in prayer. There is no sub- 
stitute for Christ within a superintendent, reproduc- 
ing Himself in the man’s life as he comes into contact 
with his teachers and scholars. 

I want my superintendent to be my friend in Christ. I 
want to feel that we are united in prayerful fellowship 
and sympathetic understanding. I want him to be in love 
with the work of Christ, entirely apart from his office. I 
do not want him to be the type of man who once told 
me that he would not be in the Sunday-school if he 
did not hold the office of assistant superintendent. I 
want him to be willing to take the most humble place 
and do his very best for the Master. 

I want my superintendent to know and feel that the 
supreme business of the church and Sunday-school is 
to bring people to a true acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord, and so to build them up in Christ 
that they will go forth to, witness for him and bring 
others to know him. 


Ts superintendent of the Sunday-school is -the 


The Pastor’s Right Hand Man 


I want my superintendent to know that I feel that 
he has been called to undertake the greatest job that 
any layman can attempt. I want him to take his re- 
sponsibility seriously and spend himself to the limit 
of time, talents, and strength to make this work one 
hundred percent efficient and effective. He should 
make it his business to know all that he can about his 
job. Every suggestion nd plan which may improve 
the organization, plan, or spirit of the school should 
be studied carefully and prayerfully. He should prove 
himself “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” 
He should take care of his department of the work 
without placing any unnecessary burden on the pastor. 
I expect to be a very vital factor in the life and work 
of my Sunday-school; but I have no desire or dis- 
position to do any work which belongs normally to 
the superintendent. I have the joyful privilege of 
werking with such a man as superintendent, and I 
have enjoyed such a satisfying experience for many 
years. Now for some detailed “ways of working.” 


1. I want him to be ready to push the plans for 
Rally Day by the first of September. These plans 
should be well in mind so that he can start this work 
immediately after Labor Day. By some means, I 
want him to reach every scholar and teacher in a 
most personal and vital way. For many years we 
have asked every teacher to visit the homes of all 
the scholars on his or her roll between September first 
and Rally Day, which with us comes the first Sunday 
of October. ‘This is in dddition to the Rally Day in- 
vitation card that goes to all members of our school. 
These visits bring astonishing results. In some cases 
a home will be visited by two or more teachers. There 
is nothing like this personal contact to make possible 
a quick recovery from whatever “summer slump” we 
may have had. The united effort of pastor and super- 








“I care not so much what influence he has with 
men of affairs; but how much influence he has 
with God. I.am not so.much impressed with a 
man’s personal talents and human ability as | am 
with his _real Christ- likeness in spirit and his 
power. with God in prayer.” Mr. Ward is pastor 
of a large city-church where souls are won for 
Christ. . Superintendents will find themselves 
searching their own -hearts as they read of Mr. 
Ward's ideals for his co-worker, and they will 
' weloome the many practical ways of working he 
¥ describes. 








intendent will do much to secure complete co-operation 
on the part of the teachers, 


2. As soon as possible after Rally Day, I want my 
superintendent to start the plans that will have as 
their goal the winning of évery scholar to Christ 
and the church. He will do many other things between 
that time and Easter; but this supreme purpose must 
be ever before him. The first step in this direction is 
a listing of the names of all scholars over twelve 
years of age who are not professing Christians. 

The importance of this list was impressed upon 
me in the work of my first pastorate. When my 
session was planning for a series of evangelistic meet- 
ings, I asked them to name the people whom we should 
seek to win to Christ during the meetings. Not one 
man was prepared to mention a name. Then I asked 
them to “go down one street and back another” and 
I would write down the names of all persons for 
whom we should feel specially responsible. Before 
we were through I had the names of about one hun- 
dred persons on my prayer list. At the end of that 
series of meetings a large number of those people 
were won to Christ. 


A Prayer List for Unsaved Scholars 


It is very important that the pastor, superintendent, 
teachers, and members of the church know just what 
the responsibility is. Some years ago, I was asked, 
in Presbytery, how many of my Sunday-school schol- 
ars were members of the church. When I replied 
that I did not know, some of the brethren expressed 
great surprise. In answer, I said that, while I did 
not know how many of my scholars were members of 
the church, I did have on my prayer list the names of 
all scholars who were not professed Christians; and 
I believe that this is the most important thing to 
know. 

This list may be prepared by interviewing each 
teacher and asking for the name of every scholar that 
is not a professed Christian. If the teacher does 
not know, the superintendent should kindly and tact- 
fully impress upon this teacher the fact that he or she 
should know that above everything else. The yery 
contact with the teachers on such a mission will help 
to set the teachers thinking along right lines. 


3. And I want my superintendent to share with me 
the responsibility of arousing the whole church and 
Sunday-school to a sense of their part in winning 
these scholars to Christ. I want him to help me to 
inspire the, whole membership with a spirit of prayer 
for the salvation of these and others. I want him 
to come before the church prayer-meeting and chal- 
lenge the people with this list of unsaved scholars, 
—he need not read the names to make this appeal 
effective. I have always believed that it was unfair 
for Christian parents to have to carry the entire burden 
of winning: their children to Christ. “Whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it.” Every 
Christian parent and every teacher is a member of 
an organism. Every member of that organism should 


share the burden of prayer and personal interest and 


effort tc win every one connected with the organism 
to become a vital, active part of it. 

This appeal for intercessors should begin with the 
teachers themselves. It is wrong and unfair for the 
superintendents and teachers of younger scholars, for 
example, to be indifferent to the burden of winning 
the older scholars to Christ. The teachers of these 
smaller children may become mighty intercessors in 
behalf of the teachers of older scholars. A _ spirit 
of intercession should dominate the whole teaching 
force of the school. 

Moreover, the Christian scholars themselves offer 
a mighty but often.unused power in prayer and service. 
In a recent prayer service in our church I asked all 
who wished to pray.for any others, that they might 
be won to Christ, to raise their hands. There were 
present about fifty boys and girls under sixteen years 
of age. Many of them were Boy Scouts. I was sur- 


prised and pleased beyond expression to see at least 
half of these young people raise their hands, indicat- 
ing that they were interested enough in’ somebody 
to ask us to pray for that one. Then, when I asked 
for voluntary prayers, at least fifteen of these young 
people prayed for their companions in the troop. and 
elsewhere. One boy moved us all to tears with his 
earnest prayer that every boy in the troop might 
become a real Christian, That is the spirit which will 
do more than anything else to win our scholars to 
Christ. “There is nothing that the Devil hates and 
fears so much as prayer.” 

_ Prayer-meetings for teachers, at certain convenient 
times, are most important. Prayer in each class be- 
fore the lesson will have rich results, especially if 
the scholars take part. If this is done in large Bible 
Classes and among adults, why not among the classes 
of boys and girls? It will be found more acceptable 
than we imagine. Try it and see. 


4. I want my superintendent to plan for at least 
one Decision Day during the year. In making this 
suggestion | am not ignoring the fact that the atmo- 
sphere of a normal Christian Sunday-school should 
be such that decisions should be easy at any time. But 
the fact is that we are dealing with the Sunday-school 
“as is.” And most Sunday-schools need a Decision 
Day to help them bring their scholars to decision for , 
Christ and the church. Neither am I overlooking the 
fact that there are dangers in Decision Days. I am 
no more in sympathy with mass conversions than 
are my brothers who oppose Decision Days. I am per- 
fectly sure that every real decision must be made by 
the individual in the most personal way. It may 
be true that some young people are persuaded on De- 
cision Days, under the influence of excitement and 
emotion, to take an outward step which has no cor- 
responding inner depth of meaning. On the other 
hand, I am sure that our church records will show 
and eternity will reveal the fact that at least eighty- 
five percent of Christians came to decision for Christ 
on some such occasion as Decision Day. It is pos- 
sible to have a Decision Day in the school in a form 
which will exclude any undue excitement and produce 
individual decision. A Decision Day, properly con- 
ducted, simply brings to the school the spiritual at- 
mosphere which makes it easy for the child to yield 
to the appeal of the Holy Spirit in behalf of our Lord. 


Planning Early for Decision Day 


Just a word of suggestion here. Our plan is. to 
prepare for Decision Day many weeks ahead. Prayer- 
meetings for teachers help to bring the teachers to 
the place where they are prepared to talk to their 
scholars. Prayers and suggestions from the platform * 
gradually encourage the thought of Christ the Sav- 
iour and his appeal for decision. On the Decision 
Day the teachers take the time usually given to the 
lesson to talk with the scholars about Christ and the 
Gospel, and then, by prayer and personal work, each 
child is urged to give the question careful considera- 
tion.. Then the pastor, or some other minister, makes 
the appeal. Sometimes public decision is called for, 
at other times the teachers are left again with their 
scholars to bring them to decision and sign the*de- 
cision cards. ‘The result is that many of the decisions 
are made after the session, between teacher and pupil 
alone. This kind of Decision Day can be held with- 
out any harmful after effects. 


5. I want my superintendent to use his influence in 
persuading every: child under fifteen years of age, 
who has accepted Christ, to attend the Communicant 
Training Class. It has been our custom to hold at 
least two such classes during the year. The class is 
open to all who have decided for Christ, and to those 
who wish to study the question with the pastor for 
the purpose of learning what it means to be a Chris- 
tian and what it means to be a church member. At- 
tendance upon the sessions of the class does not mean 
that the pupil will necessarily unite with the church; 
but most of them want to do so after they have had 
the instruction. 

Finally, I want my superintendent to feel that God 
has given him an inestimable privilege in calling him 
to such a service. I want him to be able to “rejoice 
with. me” as we see our scholars confessing Christ 
and pledging themselves to his service. This “joy 
which was set before” our Master will make us forget 
the “shame” and inspire us to “endure the cross” 
which often becomes very heavy. As we share the 
burden of the cross, so shall we share the glorious 
reward of His “Well done,” we. shall come rejoicing 
as we bring in the sheaves of precious wheat from 
the “fields which are white already to harvest.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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High Goals for the Hot Months 


(The Prize-Winning-Article) 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 


not only avoided the usual summer slump in 

1929, but we increased our Sunday-school and 
morning church service attendance twenty percent, our 
evening church service attendance forty percent, and 
our midweek prayer-meeting attendance approxi- 
mately thirty-five — for the average during the 
summer months of June, July, and August, over the 
average attendance at the three different services for 
the three preceding months, March, April, and May. 
Now we are entering our fall and winter work with 
full steam ahead and with an increased attendance and 
interest as a foundation for our added efforts. 

In making our plans for the summer months, we 
refused to give public recognition of a summer slump. 
Personal conferences were held with the leaders in 
the different departments of the church and Sunday- 
school relative to putting on special and yet reasonable 
efforts during the summer months. No phase of the 
work was overlooked and each had something special 
and unusually attractive to be presented to the mem- 

rs. 
| In the Sunday-school a monthly-average goal was 
set for June that was a little higher than the monthly- 
average for March and April. The July goal was 
still higher than the June goal. The August goal was 
much larger in proportion than the July ‘goal, than 
was the July larger than the June. This monthly- 
average goal was divided proportionately among the 
classes, so each smaller group had individual average 
goals for each month. We more than passed our 
June goals in all our classes and also our July goals, 
but we fell a little short of our unusually high August 
goal—a few of the classes lagging behind their 
goals. We decided on the extra high goal for August 
in order to give ourselves greater steam to overcome 
the increased attractions that would draw people away 
from the church for that month. We almost reached 
our high August goal, and the desired victory was 
gained anyhow. . 

Special attention was given to the mor1.ing church 
attendance among the Sunday-school pupils. Object 
lessons or sermons that are unusually attractive were 
selected for the summer Sundays and were announced 
with special emphasis among the Sunday-school classes. 
The results were that only a very small percent of 
the Sunday-school attendance failed to remain for the 
morning church service. ‘ 

The Sunday evening messages were based entirely 
upon the Bible, and were not at all Sensational, yet 
intriguing or curiosity-arousing subjects were used and 
featured, such as “Miserable Kickers,” “A Message 
from Hell,’ “An Unanswered Question,” “At the 
Devil’s Fire,” and the like. The larger évening at- 
tendance did not go away disappointed, but went out 
well pleased and eager to help advertise the next Sun- 
day evening message. Appropriate music was used. 

Time and effort were spent on the advertising of 
the summer program. Not a week passed but what 
'a slip, advertising the next week’s services, was placed 
personally into the hands of some member of each 
thome in Orestes. A personal touch was given to the 
‘messages on these slips from week to week. When 
it rained one Sunday, the slips for the next Sunday 
read: “SUNSHINE or SHOWERS —We attend 
SUNDAY SCHOOL. (We increased 7 in Last 
Sunday’s Rain.) COME & SEE Our Attendance 
for Sunday, July 14.” When reunions of families 
threatened our interest, the slips read: “COME TO 
OUR REUNION FIRST, Sunday, August 11, and 
ENJOY YOUR REUNION Better Later! We 
Need You and You Need Us!” A touch of humor was 
injected into some of the messages, when the slips 
read “THE HOME STRETCH For July and Going 
Good! STRETCH A LITTLE EARLIER Sunday 
Morning, July 28th, and Attend Sunday School with 
Us Before Starting Out For the Day.” Sometimes 
the pastor distributed these slips, sometimes the young 
people, sometimes the Junior boys, and then others. 

The advertising extended out of our immediate com- 
munity. Small paid advertising space was used in 
the newspaper of an adjoining town, featuring the 
special Sunday evening messages and urging the peo- 
ple to “Enjoy the Evening Air by Driving to Orestes.” 
Thus we picked up people who were out riding in 
their automobiles in the afternoon and stopped at 
Orestes for the evening service. 

We realized that something must be done about 


A’ THE Orestes (Indiana) Baptist Church, we 


Are you expecting the attendance to fall off in 
your school this coming summer? You may be 
convinced that it does not need to when you have 
read these articles by readers of the Times. Last 
spring the Times offered a prize of twenty-five 
dollars for the best article on overcoming the 
tendency of vacation time and hot weather to 
diminish services or close the sessions in either 
church or Sunday-school. Sixty-four manuscripts 
were received, from thirty-one States, three Prov- 
inces in Canada, and one foreign country. Fifteen 
of the articles will be published from time to time, 
and four of these are given here, including the 
prize-winning article. 








the problem of visiting company keeping church mem- 
bers away from the services. We strongly urged all 
members to bring their company to the church services 
with them, in order to make up for any of the mem- 
bers who might be visiting elsewhere or away on 
vacations. Several times company came to homes in 


Orestes during Sunday-school or church time, only to: - 


find nobody at home —the people being at the church 
services. When word was taken to the members at 
the church that they had company at home, the com- 
pany was invited to come to church, for they, the mem- 
bers, would not be home until after the services. 

The absentees were visited on Sunday afternoons. 
Where a Sunday-school or church member was ab- 
sent, the personal call found the reason for the absence 
and showed a personal interest in the absentee, re- 
sulting in his return the following Sunday. Where 
they were out of town, word was left saying that they 
were missed and urging them to attend the midweek 
prayer service on Wednesday night. Where sickness 
was found, this was reported to the proper committee 
in charge of that. ~ , ’ 

A visitation committee for the entire school and 
church was appointed to look after any sickness in 
the community — whether of our church, of any other 
church, or of no church in’ particular —and see to it 
that each week somebody from our church called upon 
the sick people, leaving flowers and other tokens of 
interest and good wishes. This visitation committee 
also kept alert for changes of residence in the’ com- 
munity and also for newcomers. These were reported 
at once to the pastor and other leaders in the church. 

The neighboring churches — Baptist or otherwise — 
which ‘discontinued their evening services for the sum- 
mer were invited to join us in our Sunday evening 
services. These personal invitations were read before 
the churches and schools. No special nights for any 
particular church or school were observed by us in our 
evening services, for we wanted them to be distinctly 
our services. 

‘From time to time during the summer we intro- 
duced different poinis in our plans for the fall and 
winter work. These kept up interest among the’ boys 
and girls, and also the-adults, as well as getting the 
people to thinking in terms of-the fall and: winter 
work. Not giving their church and Swunday-school 
thoughts a vacation, it was easier for them to keep 
up the church and Sunday-school interest and attend- 
ance during the time usually considered or set aside 
for a “slump.” 

Besides their usual picnics, most of the classes had 
a Sunday for-a group outing, each selecting a different 
Sunday. The members of the class would bring a 
basket dinner with them to Sunday-school and church. 
As soon as church was over, they would get into auto- 
mobiles and drive to a near-by park, woods, or river 
to eat their dinners. The afternoon would be spent 
in having an enjoyable time in a ‘quiet, reverent way 
without any desecration of the day, closing with the 
group returning to the church for the evening service. 
In this way the school ahd church members: were ‘kept 


together, and were not drawn away by: large’ family 


reunions, 


Tracts were distributed from time to time. Where 


some member was facifig a‘particular problem, a tract: - 


touching upon that would”be placed in the hands of 
that person. 
name “Orestes Baptist Church,” with an urgent: invi- 
tation to attend the services. These were kept cir- 
culating in the membership. : 

Encouragement was continually givén to the faithful 
workers, with no words of criticism for anybody — 


not even for those few who showed indifference to : 
Public recognition was made of ‘faith-- 


the services. 


fulness by verbal commendations. These words of 


encouragement helped to keep up the morale of the ~ 


membership in all the services). The members took 


_ to givé than to receive.” 


The tract bore on the front ‘page the : 


advantage of this phase of the summer work to show 
their appreciation of their pastor’s special efforts dur- 
ing the summer by holding a-surprise “Pound Party” 
for him and his family after a midweek prayer service, 
bringing an attendance for that service of almost twice 
the resident membership of the church, 


Exwoop, INp. 
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Winning Through Tent Meetings 
By Bertha Pinkham Dixon 


T ALL came about naturally, We were not trying 
to avoid the summer slump; in fact, we had never 
heard the expression. We were simply so eager to 
spread the Gospel that we could find no place to “ease 


Paul said he persuaded. men because the love of 
Christ constrained him (2 Cor. 5:11, 14), and this 
love is the compelling force, when one sees a general 
untrueness to “the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints,” and children and young people being taught - 
“another gospel” (Gal. 1:6). 

It was the month of June, and an attractive lot in 
front of our church home, well located in the resi- 
dence district near the center of town, stimulated us 
to extra effort and service. 

We had a good-sized tent, and some business men 


stopped work long enough to put it up. But how to 


furnish it was the next question. We were a small 
company of people, and our means were limited. 

One of our number! heard that the furnishings of an 
old theater were being sold at a low price. This news 
had an electrifying effect; for -we had been praying. 

Those comfortable theater chairs were procurable 
for one dollar apiece! Yards and yards of green 
plush carpet could be had for ten dollars! How many 
would take one chair? Some took five, some ten, and 
one twenty-five, and others one and two, until- soon 
two hundred and forty chairs were delivered at the 
tent, and a very elderly man whom we had never met 
before offered to nail the chairs in rows to boards, 
without charge. Surely God was helping us. 

And that ten dollars’ worth of carpet, full of tacks 
and years of dust! A country home was immediately 
the scene of a picnic, with strange implements in 
evidence. Several different makes of the vacuum 
cleaner had one day’s good advertising, while men, 
women, and children supplied strips of carpet from 
which they had extricated hundreds of tacks. The 
good parts were then separated from the badly worn, 
and the hose was turned on, after which the hot 
sun finished the necessary treatment. 

Our platform and aisles were very soon attractively 
covered, no one hesitating to give a little time and 


_ Strength to the various tasks. 


A lady from San Diego was on the scene, often 
wondering why the Lord had sent her to such a hot 
place to spend her summer, for the temperature ranged 
steadily from one hundred to‘one hundred and eleven 
degrees. But she was soon abundantly repaid for the 
extra drops of perspiration, because “it is more blessed 
In addition to leading the 
carpet picnic, which included a good dinner, she skill- 
fully made large bunch@s of cana lilies, yellow, orange, 
and red, with which she decorated the long’ platform. 
Others brought real lily leaves to mix with them. 

Artificial flowers! Who cares for them? A doctor 
and his family had been away on their vacation through 
these activities. On their return, after attending a 
service, -his wife remarked “to: him, “Weren’t those 
lilies at the tent beautiful?” 

“Yes,” he‘ replied, “I wonder who brought them, I 
must find out and get some of the bulbs.” 

‘Plenty ‘of real flowers, also, were brought,” until 
every ‘Sérvice Iooked like a spécial occasion. 

* ‘Now we had the tent, furnishings and decorations, 
‘and what was to be done with them? We were taking 
one step ata time im faith. Advertising sheets were 
printed and stattered, and announcements given to the 
paper. - : 

- Our pastors conducted a series of meetings for two 
weeks. The singing and music were home ‘talent. 
“Qne boy played a trumpet, another the saxophone, one 
girl’ played a* violin and -another a saxophone,’ while 
two were good pianists, We utilized them all, and the 
first practice evening attracted some other young 
people-on their way home from the Community Bowl. 
They said they liked -this music best, and came to 
~Sunday-sch6ol and church the ‘following Sunday. 

+The ‘attendance at these special services was not 
large, but good, and the meetings were profitable. 
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Lesson for March 9 


One could see that steady progress was being made. 
No place in town was more delightful than this tent 
in the evenings, and we had the field, as no other 
series of meetings was going on in town. 

in the mornings from nine o'clock often until eleven, 
while the hot sun beat upon the canvas, there were 
several people inside the tent fanning and praying until 
they knew that God heard (1 John 5:14). | : 

After the two weeks’ meetings there was an interim 
of regular services only, with the exception of the 
morning prayer-meetings which could not be given 
up. 

There was an inward urge to attempt a revival 
campaign. Word came concerning an evangelist who 
had recently come from the East. He had a good 
name, and his reputation was fine, but would he come 
to our little tent? ; : 

On consulting with him we found abounding in 
this man that rare Christian grace—humility. He 
came gladly and gave his best. His ministry was 
unique, original, inspiring, and edifying, and it rang 
true; what more could we ask? Numbers increased, 
and a goodly number came to the altar. There was 
a heavenly fragrance in the atmosphere, and young 
Christians were growing. 

With two exceptions, vacations were not taken un- 
til September or about that time, aithough the heat 
did not: abate. 

After they had all returned from their vacations, 
on the evening of September 28, with summer weather 
still on, we had a rally social at the parsonage. Two 
of our young people had recently decided to go to a 
missionary training school, and we gave them a little 
farewell party. co 

Another, a bright young lady, filled with the Spirit, 
had a birthday that day, so we included this. 

In making a little speech explaining the purpose 
of the gathering, the leader remarked, “I believe 
there’s another who would like to be going to training 
school, too,” referring to the young lady whose birth- 
day it was. This was a sudden inspiration on the 
part of the leader, as she had known nothing of any 
such desire. But she continued, “Why couldn’t we 
throw a little freewill offering on the carpet as a sort 
of ‘nest egg’ toward her expenses?” 

Some one threw down a dollar bill, then another, 
then some pieces of white paper (pledges) until there 
were thirty-one dollars. ; 

One of the prospective students spoke up, “That will 
keep her at the school one month!” p 

His mother said, “We'll take her down with us 
Monday.” 

“That’s faith,’ said our leader, and called on the 
young lady to speak. 

She broke down, and the tears flowed as she said, 
“This is the answer to my prayers. I have felt the 
call of God to his service, and I prayed that he would 
open the way for me to study the Bible, for I felt 
the need of more preparation.” 

We had a praise meeting. This was Saturday night, 
and on Sunday five dollars more came. On Monday 
three were on their way to Bible school instead of 
two, and that day twenty-five dollars more came 
through the mail, and was immediately applied on the 
little crippled girl’s expenses. 

She was received by the superintendent warmly, and 
she is now studying and shining for her Lord in the 
school. (Matt. 5: 16.) 

Has it paid—this summer-time zeal, this work by 
day and by night, this keeping cool by ignoring the 
heat? 

Our regular Sunday night service was almost 
doubled in attendance, there were some additions to 
the Sunday-school, and some new regular attenders 
at church. But best of all was the renewed spiritual 
life, effort, fervor, and courage with which the autumn 
work began, with the joy of having three representa- 
tives preparing for lives of service in the Master’s 
vineyard. God has made it pay! 

REDLANDS, CAL, 


A Red and Blue Contest 
By Mrs. N. H. Hawkins 


AS SUMMER approached the superintendent of the 
Hayes Center Union Congregational Sunday 
School held an earnest conference with his co-workers, 
seeking a workable plan which would keep up the 
attendance and interest through the hot weather. 

Our school is located in a small town of about one 
hundred and fifty inhabitants in southwestern Ne- 
braska, surrounded by’so many canyons that a railroad 
has never come nearer than sixteen miles, though it 
is a county seat town. A heavy rain on a Saturday 
night cuts the Sunday-school attendance in two, as 
half of our members come from the country, and wet 
canyon roads are impassable. 

The attendance had averaged about eighty during 
the second quarter, and much interest had been aroused 
in reading the Bible by asking each pupil and teacher 
to report the number of chapters read during the week, 
ever since the revival meetings held the preceding 
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Easter. This interest we decided to foster. It really 
proved the deciding factor in the plan we adopted. 

An airplane race is not new, but the way we worked 
it was original. 

The members of the school were divided into two 
equal parts, keeping each class a unit to work together, 
but opposing classes of similar age, as the Adult Bible 
Class opposite the Young Married People’s Class; the 
Boys’ and Girls’ High School Classes on opposite 
sides, and so on through the Junior and Primary 
classes. 

Two captains were appointed, one for the Reds and 
one for the Blues. Each captain chose a secretary 
to keep the points each week. 

A committee was chosen to decide any differences 
and to make necessary rules for the contest. These 
three consisted of the pastor, the Sunday-school super- 
intendent, and another young man. 

All the rést wore red or blue buttons with a pic- 
ture of an airplane on them. The large airplane cards 
were hung on wires where they could slide across the 
front and side of the church. A scale of miles or 
points were stretched between the wires. 

Attendance counted one point, new members and 
visitors, one point, church attendance, one point. The 
side reporting the most chapters read during the 
week moved forward one hundred points or miles. 

The summer proved to be very hot and dry with 
no rain for seven weeks. Yet the attendance kept 
growing and was over the hundred mark all summer, 
and closed at one hundred and thirty. 

The losing side was to furnish ice cream for all, 
at some gathering to be determined by them. 

Pupils reported the number of chapters read to 
the teacher, who gave it to the captain or secretary of 
his side, together with the other points. 

Two methods of getting the church attendance were 
tried. The first was reporting those actually there 
the previous Sunday. We found this hard to get 
accurately with the reds and blues mixed over the 
auditorium. So we had those in each class say whether 
they planned to stay for church. 

In the opening of the church service an interesting 
story for children was given by the pastor’s wife, so 
the children felt that there was something planned 
especially for them. Even little children sat up and 
listened. One mother said they begged to stay. 
Older people were not less interested in these brief 
illustrations often taken from THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Times “Illustration Round-Table.” 

’ During the closing exercises of the Sunday-school, 
the reports of the captains were awaited with breath- 
less interest to see which airplane would move ahead. 
Several hundred chapters from the Bible were read 
by each side every week. The attendance kept about 
equal. The Reds won twice by reading the most chap- 
ters. It was surprising the number of chapters some 
of the Juniors and young people read. The third week 
the Adult Bible Class woke up and the busy farmers 
and their wives began reading their Bibles during 
harvest time. Mothers with young babes found they 
could read while holding the child. _They turned the 
tide for several weeks to the Blues. 

Then the Reds got desperate and read more chapters 
and the Red airplane moved ahead a hundred points 
twice more, but could not quite catch up to the 
Blue one on the last Sunday of August. 

A committee of Reds let the room and planned a 
picnic at a beautiful grove in a canyon the week before 
school opened, where all had a good time, a good 
dinner, and plenty of ice cream. 

It might be of interest to state that the beginning 
of general interest in Bible reading in our Sunday- 
school dated back to February which was “Bible 
Mastery Month.” As many people as possible were 
pledged to try to read the First Epistle of John 
through at least once every day as suggested in an 
article in THE Sunpay ScHoot Times for January 
19, 1929. This brought a spiritual uplift, and a deeper 
knowledge of what wonderful truths that Book con- 
tains than most of our people had ever known. 

It prepared the way for a revival, which brought a 
good many young people to Christ and an open con- 
fession of him at the Easter Communion. The evan- 
gelist urged Bible reading and called for reports of 
chapters read every night. They were urged to con- 
tinue reading consecutively if possible, reporting at 

Sunday-school. A few have finished reading the New 
Testament. Some plan to finish the Bible by the end 
of the year. 

So one thing linked with another to arouse an 
interest which bridged the summer season when a 
slump so often comes, and made the two months, July 
and August, the high point of the year so far. 

There were no hard feelings. Everybody worked 
together for the good of the Sunday-school. 

We used our weekly newspaper to keep reports of 
the progress of the contest before the community. 

We are fortunate to have just one church in the 
town. It also serves most of ‘Hayes County. Our 
Home Department helps in this. A live Cradle Roll 
superintendent keeps many families tied to the church 
through their babies, which receive public recognition 
on Children’s Day and Rally Day. 

Haves Center, Nes. 
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What Prayer Did for Our School 
By Barney E. Antrobus 


E DID not. have any summer slump in this 
Sunday-school throughout the whole summer, 
but a steady increase culminating in November in the 
greatest revival the church had ever had, perhaps, in 
the one hundred and twenty years of its notable exist- 
ence. The pastor came on the field in October the 
year before and began an intensive prayer-meeting 
campaign. He talked prayer-meeting continually till 
the prayer-meeting room was filled every Wednesday 
evening; sometimes the room was so full some had 
to sit on tables. Through these weekly contacts with 
the church the spirit of revival began to grow. 
People who were not members of the church began 
to attend the Wednesday evening meetings; some who 
were not Christians at all came frequently. Then 


‘later they would be seen in the Sunday-school classes. 


Now and then one or two would unite with the church. 
This went on till June, and one day the superintendent, 
who was used to the summer slump, began to warn 
the school about the threatened danger. Smiles passed 
through the school and strange looks were passed 
from face to face. It seemed as though something 
or somebody was saying: “There will not be any 
slump this summer.” 

Imagine the surprise and gladness that swept the 
school a few weeks later when the pastor arose, and 
with what seemed perfect confidence announced that 
there would be no summer slump, but on the con- 
trary an upward movement all along the line. This 
is exactly what took place. From less than two hun- 
dred, the attendance rose and rose and rose; quietly, 
steadily, sweetly. The preaching services showed little 
or no diminution; the prayer-meetings flowed along 
with swollen currents all summer. 

And then came November, and the revival broke 
on our heads with a great rush of men and women and 
children. The school leaped forward to beyond the 
five hundred mark, seating and class room were at a 
premium, and the regular communion set would not 
nearly go around to the communicants. 

But where were the plans that worked this miracle 
of joy and glory? To this day nobody has even been 
able to blue print plans that were used as such. When 
this pastor came on the field a meeting of men, with 
the church officers, was held, and the pastor was asked 
whether he had any plans, and if so please to announce 
them, being kindly assured that the men present would 
endeavor to work with him for the good of the school 
and the church. This group of men was somewhat 
taken aback when the pastor arose and said: “Men 
and brethren, I haven’t any plans.” The men really 
looked disappointed. Then followed this little speech 
as nearly as it can be reproduced: 

“Gentlemen, I assume that you are Christians, and 
Christians have but one Book, or manual of arms. 
You already have your orders. If you do not know 
them, learn them right away. If you mean business 
for Christ and the church you will need but little in- 
struction from me. Get busy. Here’s the town full 
of people. The people have souls. There is but one 
Saviour and one salvation. I am ready to work with 
you, but not to work you. I assume that you men 
have as much common sense as I have. You know 
men. You know contacts. I have no finespun theories 
to unload on you. If you love men for Christ’s sake 
use your common sense. Read your Bibles with 
prayer, then go out and walk alongside of lost men 
ree their famflies and they will come.” And they 

1 

These men caught the vision and the spirit, and, each 
going his individual way, went thinking and praying, 
and sought out his neglected Bible. As stated before 
in this article, the Sunday-school went on and on with 
an upward turn. It began that evening when the men 
met with the pastor and asked for his plans. They 
got them. They were workable. They worked them. 
Down or up, as the reader may elect to reason, the 
contagion spread through every department of the 
church. The doors were practically never closed or 
locked day or night. No services were ever closed 
during the year save for some community endeavor 
now and then. The young people’s societies drove 
right ahead through the hot, sweltering months as if 
there were no change in the season. ’ 

The personnel of the teaching force changed over- 
night. There were no dismissing of teachers and offi- 
cers, no friction, no disgruntled office seekers. It was 
the Lord’s doings and was marvelous in our eyes, and 
in the eyes of the town and the whole country round 
about. It was the spirit of revival, the spirit of the 
Lord Jesus Christ motivating every action. The peos 
ple quit the theaters, men quit tobacco, six prayer- 
meetings a week sprung up, five besides the regular 
Wednesday evening meeting. These were prayer 
groups, not organized by the pastor, but spontaneous 
in their origin. The pastor attended many of them. 
The teachers and officers with the superintendent and 
pastor. had a nine o’clock prayer hour each Sunday 
morning. Our Lord who wants to work with us 
could do so, and he did. This went on with but little 
diminution in any direction for years, and in a very 
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large way is going on yet, though the pastor is not 
now on that field. 

The pastor and superintendent worked together in 
perfect harmony; they were very fond of each other 
in a personal way, and spent many hours together 
talking and praying and planning over the work. The 
superintendent was ten years older than the pastor. 
They often met in the superintendent’s office down- 
town, locked the door and knelt in prayer for the 
work, sometimes calling in some other men about town 
who could spare a moment for prayer and counsel. 
There were times of ebb and flow, of course, during 
these years, but slumps became exceptional. 

Whatever plans are to be used, they must be prayed 
over and prayed THROUGH. And they must rest se- 
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curely on the Bible. I wish in this article I could really 
give something that looks like a plan or plans, but this 
being a simply story of what occurred so blessedly and* 
so wonderfully, I felt as if I wanted to pass it on. This 
same “plan” is being followed by this pastor in an- 
other field with prospects of even greater results. He 
begins with the prayer-meeting, with the Bible, and a 
developed prayer life. Slumps can’t live long in such 
an atmosphere. People who really worship, really 
work; none others know how. Real worship and 
consecrated effort throw up a permanent bar to period- 
ical slumps. A true worshiper never tires of worship 
and never tires of working. A zeal for the house of 
the Lord eats him up, 

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND. 








_ Side lights on the next four Sunday- 
school lessons 








From a Layman’s Notebook on Matthew 


By Ernest Gordon 














What Do These Parables Mean? (March 9 and 16) 


OWN through the Christian centuries there 
D have been those who have ‘seen a historical 

sequence in the parables of Matthew 13. The 
kingdom is being shaped in the experiences of the 
Church and will appear in glory at the advent of the 
King. The sower of the first parable is clearly our 
Lord. The era of seed-sowing was followed by that 
of the tares, the two centuries of heresies in which 
every type and form of unbelief and misbelief which 
have troubled the Church in subsequent centuries came 
to the surface and sprouted. They will mark the 
present age until the end and are in evidence today in 
their full strength and perniciousness. 

The epoch of the mustard tree follows. This was 
the least of herbs yet took on the abnormal form of 
a great tree. Our Lord apparently had the great 
tree of the Babylonian king in mind, which reached 
to heaven “and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the 
boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it’ (Dan. 
4:12). We have here the motif of Babylon coming 
suddenly into Christian history. Christianity is being 
transmuted by Constantine’s patronage into a neo- 
paganism. The humble and useful garden vegetable 
(lachanon) has become a tree in which the birds 
odge. These birds destroyed the good seed of the 
kingdom in the first parable. They were its avowed 
enemies. Now they are sheltered in the Church itself. 

When we come to the parable of the leaven we 
find the same allusion carried further. The ferment 
of paganism had penetrated the whole lump. 

This leaven is not the pure teaching of Christ. 
Lightfoot says that leaven is never used in either 
Old or New Testaments in a good sense save in this 
parable. This establishes an overwhelming presump- 
tion against its being so used here. .There is a rab- 
binical saying, “Trust’not a proselyte till twenty-four 
generations, for he holds his leaven,” i. ¢., his heathen 
corruption. In the face of such opinion, could leaven 
be used without violence by‘ our Lord as a figure for 
the successes of Christian missions, the spread of the 
undefiled Gospel among the heathen? Our Lord spoke 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, hypocritical formalism; 
of the Sadducees, skepticism; of the Herodians, politi- 
cal religion. Paul in speaking of the leaven of malice 
and wickedness (1 Cor. 5:8) uses the very words, 
kakeias. kai ponerias, which John uses to describe the 
botch that fell on the wretched worshipers of the 
beast (Rev. 16:2). And it was this with which the 
Church of Christ was saturated for a dozen medieval 
centuries. 

What is the treasure hidden in the field? The 
genuine Christianity which persisted under the sur- 
face during all these centuries? Perhaps. Or is 
reference made to the joyous recovery of the Scrip- 
ture at the close of the medieval night? 

This and the subsequent parable of the Pearl of 
Great Price are both redolent of the. Reformation 
morning —the scent of dawn. 

The “one pearl of great price” I like to think of 
as justification by faith, the only way of salvation, 
bought with the priceless price of Christ’s death. 

And the Reformation movement debouches into the 
‘modern missionary movement. This is indeed like a 
net, segene (the very word is our English “seine’”), 
the vast sweep of which passes through the ocean 
for miles, gathering in from all corners of the sea. 

What a picture of the great movement going out 
from the Reformation nations’ at the present time into 
China and India, Africa, and South America and the 
archipelagoes! “I will make you fishers of men.” 
In the twentieth century the church is fishing with a 
seine and on a world scale. 

The kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net that was 
cast into the sea of nations, for the sea in Jewish 
symbology typifies the restless nations of the Gentiles. 
Then comes in Matthew 13:49 the end of the age 
with its judgments. 


The tares Trench thinks to be a degenerate wheat. 
Evil is not a generation but a degeneration. Cor- 
ruptio optimi pessima. Heresy is a perversion of 
truth, The tares cause a nausea with vertigo. (Com- 
pare the German word for tares, Tollkorn, “crazy 
wheat.”) What a parable here, too! False doctrine 
causes moral dizziness. An intoxication intervenes, 
clear: vision ceases, there is an end of the clear out- 
look, the self-controlled pace! 


The Persistence of Faith (March 23) 


Luther < Ils the reply of the Syrophenician woman 
a master-stroke. “She snares Christ in his own 
words.” And often he set this Canaanite woman be- 
fore troubled hearts “to learn to wring a Yea from 
God’s Nay, or rather to learn how to hear the Yea 
v.hich many times lurks under his seeming Nay.” 

Some one has compared the .history of the Syro- 
phenician woman with that of Jacob wrestling in 
Penuel. The full resemblance of the two stories comes 
out only when we recall that the Angel of the Cove- 
nant was the Word of the new dispensation. In each 
case a faith which said “I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me” (Gen. 32:26) finds its rich reward. 


Outstandirg Features of Matthew’s Gospel 
(Review Lesson) 

The Gospel of Matthew contains sixty-five quota- 
tions from the Old Testament, three times more than 
in any other Gospel. Matthew is the transition from 
the Old Testament to the New. Godet dates it at 
A. D. 65 (others earlier), and thinks of it as the 
ultimatum of Jehovah to his people. “Believe or 
perish: recognize Jesus as Messiah or prepare to 
meet him as your judge.” 

Matthew is the Gospel of rejection. All through 
it there runs an elegiac tone. The Lord Jesus is rep- 
resented as rejected of men. Mary is cast out at 
the beginning. Herod pursues the young child. 
Josepk has to flee into Egypt from the wrath of the 
king. When he returns he cannot go to the native 
place of Jesus but has to withdraw to Nazareth. Jesus 
is driven from place to place until at last he goes to 
his crucifixion. The Sanhedrin, the appointed author- 
ities of the Jews, reject Christ. -He is cast out by his 
own people in Galilee, and at last, when Pilate cru- 
cified him, he uttered the cry of abandonment, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” a saying 
recorded only in Matthew and. Mark. 

This s€ems a strange. tact when one recalls that 
Matthew is pre-eminently the royal Gospel, the Gospel 
that portrays the Lord Jesus’ kingly origin and 
prospect. The solution seems to be that Matthew 
thought to harmonize the double prophecies of the 
suffering and royal Messiah and to show how they 
yee fulfilled in a single person, namely the Lord Jesus 

fi. 

In Matthew there are two divisions. The first 
opens with Matthew 4:17, :“From that time Jesus be- 
gan to preach”; the second opens with Matthew 16: a1, 
“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he . . . must suffer many things 

. and be killed, and be raised again the third day.” 
The Unitarian accepts the first- half; the Christian 
both halves. 

Matthew gives. the ancestry of the king, the royal 
line from David. He alone speaks. of Jesus as “born 
king of the Jews.” He alone quotes the words, “Out 
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my peo- 
ple Israel.” 

Matthew quotes, but Mark omits, the words, “Whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor.” This is language such as the King would use 
who is to gather out of his kingdom all that offends. 

In the Sermon on the Mount the Lord states with 
authority the laws of. his kingdom. Mark,. who pic- 
tures our Lord as Servant, omits: all this as not 
relevant to his presentation. The tone of authority 
is reproduced in Matthew, “I say unto you.” Moses’ 
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law is supplemented by new royal decrees. A new 
lawgiver is present with men, one of royal antecedents. 
The doxology of the Lord’s Prayer with its reference 
to the kingdom is given by Matthew but not by Luke. 

The word righteousness occurs constantly in Mat- 
thew but rarely in the other Gospels. Righteousness 
is the special trait of the kingdom. “The kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” So we have 
the phrases “To fulfil all righteousness;’ “Except your 
righteousness shall exceed,” ‘Then shall the righteous 
shine . .. in the kingdom,” “Then shall the righteous 
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hun- 
gered,” “The righteous into life eternal,” “From the 
blood of righteous Abel,” “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness.” 

In Matthew the nature of the kingdom is set out in 
detail in the thirteenth’ chapter and the rejection of 
the heir to the kingdom is described with greater par- 
ti larity than elsewhere. 

In Matthew it is said, “These twelve Jesus sent 
forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not” thus, 
but go thus and thus, -exhibiting in this way his 
authority. In Mark, on the other hand, it is simply 
said that he ordained twelve that they might be with 
him (in his service). In Matthew is reported the 
tremendous statement_of royal authority, “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth . . . teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded.” There is nothing of this in’ Mark, the 
Gospel of service. In Matthew alone is. reference made 
to our Lord’s right and power to summon‘ twelve 
legions of angels. 3 : 

The phrase “That it might be fulfilled- which was 
spoken by the prophéts”..occurs again and again in 
Matthew. The_prophets had predicted. the coming 
of the King. Matthew uses the phrase “The kingdom 
of heaven is like’ where Luke says, in introducing a 
parable, “A certain man had” or “There was.-a certain 
rich man.” Matthew quotes, “But I say unto you, 
that in this place is' one greater than the temple,” 
which declaration of kingly power Mark omits. . 


The Portrait of Christ in the Beatitudes 


The Beatitudes correspond to the Ten Command- 
m nts. They open the exodus of Matthew as the 
birth story of Jesus is its genesis. 

Of tle Beatitudes the Rev. Arthur H. Gordon 
says: “Like a modern author Christ placed his own 
likeness as a frontispiece to the greatest of his utter- 
ances. 

“A frontispiece ! 
in brief. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,’ that reminds one 
of the incarnation. For, to quote Paul, ‘Existing in 
the form of God, he counted not equality with God 
a thing to be grasped after, but emptied [impover- 
ished] himself, taking the form of a servant, being 
made in the likeness of man.’ 

““‘Blessed are they that mourn.’ We stand by the 
Jordan as Jesus is baptized and so identifies himself 
with the penitent world. For John’s baptism was a 
baptism into sorrow for sin. 

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth.’ What have we here but the temptation with 
Satan’s insidious offer to all the kingdoms of the 
world, which the Son of man rejected that he might 
take his inheritance meekly from the Father’s hand? 

“ “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness,’ and ‘Blessed are the merciful.’ These 
two Beatitudes reflect the ministry of Jesus in its 
twofold aspect of ethics and evangelism in which, 
side by side with a moral standard that staggered the 
strictest Pharisee, he proclaimed a forgiveness that 
welcomed the meanest’ prodigal to the Father’s. heart. 

“*Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God.’ At the transfiguration all fullness dwelt in him, 
and on the mountain top the glory of the Son and 
the glory of the Father met for a moment and looked 
each other in the face —kissed each other, if we may 
so say, ere the Son went down into the dark valley 
of the shadow. 

“‘Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the sons of God.’ This brings us at last to 
Calvary. ‘It was the good pleasure of the Father 
that in him should all fullness dwell; and . .. through 
him to reconcile all things unto himself, having. made 
peace through the blood of his cross.’ 

“Finally the resurrection and the return again in 
glory are suggested by the eighth Beatitude. The 
peacemaker is declared the son of with power by 
the resurrection. ‘Blessed are they which are perse- 
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. .. . Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in' heaven.’ It is like an echo 
of Hebrews 12:2, ‘Who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame,‘ and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of. God.’ 

“Here then are the outstanding events of Jesus’. life 
and in order. The ideal of the Beatitudes: is: nothing 
less than the life of Jesus. He is our righteousness, 
and the law of the kingdom resolves itself into the two 
words which he addressed to the earliest disciples, 
‘Follow me.’” 


New Hampton, N. H. 


Rather may I call it a biography 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 9. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew I3 : 1-23 
Golden Text.— He that hath ears, let him hear.-— Matt. 13: 9 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
The sower went forth sowing; 
The seed in secret slept -_ 
Through weeks of faith and ‘patience, 
Till out the green blade crept; 


And warmed by golden sunshine 
And fed by silver rain, 

At last the fields were..whitened 
To harvest once -again. 


Oh, praise the heavenly Sower 
Who gave.the fruitful seed, 
And watched and watered -duly; 
And ripened -for our need. 
—W. St. Hill .Bourne. 


“VHE reason for parables is to be found in the 
rapid growth of opposition to Christ’s message. 
Matthew 13 should be read consecutively with 

Matthew 12. - ‘ 


The Practical Aim ‘ 
To enforce personal responsibility upon our .pupils 


for the exerting of influence for God in this. present © 


age. 
Verse by Verse 

Matthew 13: 1.—On that day. The very day.of the 
arousal of this fresh and bitter antagonism. Per- 
haps he was longing to obtain the little privacy in 
which he could lift up his soul to his Father, away 
from the contradictions of sinners. Probably his seclu- 
sion was not of very long duration. The -crowds 
sought his as always. And he gave himself to them 
to lavish upon them the wealth of his sympathy and 
teaching. 

By the sea side. At the north end of the Lake there 
are small creeks or inlets where the boat could ride 
easily within a few feet of the shore. The crowds 
could sit on both sides of the boat and in: front of it. 
As if on purpose to furnish seats the shore is piled 
up .with smooth boulders of basalt. 

Verse 3.—Parables. The-word is a Greek one, and 
means to put side by side, to compare. 

Verse 19.—This is he. Note carefully that the 
parable has a double application. The seed:is (1) the 
Word of the Gospel, (2) -the person in whose heart 
that word has been sown. Compare also verses 20, 
22, and 23. In Christ’s explanation of-the parable the 
former reference is lost sight of. What he insisted 
upon. is that the sowing of the-seed is the casting of 
one of his own servants into a certain set of circum- 
stances. The seed is thesWord of God so incorporated 
into the life of a man that the man himself becomes 
° oe a message of God to the people among whom 

e lives. 

Understandeth. The understanding here spoken of 
is not.intellectual, but spiritual. Failure to understand 
is due to lack of moral response. The man depicted 
here is a merely nominal Christian. 


Verse 20.—The rocky places. This man gives an 


emotional response. His feelings are stirred, but he ; 


@s not willing to pay the price of loyalty. 


Verse 21.—Stumbleth. Is ensnared by -trying- to « 


avoid persecution. 

Verse 22.—Among the thorns. This is a man who 
has within him the life-giving principle, but who has 
become occupied with the things of the age, its methods 
and maxims, cares and frivolities. 


Verse 23.—Bringeth forth, some a hundredfold. 
There were different degrees of fruitfulness even 
among the apostles. 


A Lesson Outline 


The best outline will be the simple following of 
the parable itself. Under each heading note the hearer 
of the Word, the effect of the Word upon the hearer’s 
own life, and the effect of that life upon the people 
among whom it is lived. 


Golden Topics 


1. The parables of our Lord. Notice the difference 
between the parabolic style of teaching and the direct 
style as employed by our Lord in the Sermon on the 
Mount. This method of teaching is not altogether 
unknown in the Old Testament. See, for instance, 
Isaiah 5, the song of the vineyard. But it .was never 
used ‘before to such an extent as the Lord Jesus used 
it. Nor does it appear again in the rest of the New 
Testament. The parables of our. Lord are marked ‘by 
their homeliness, naturalness, and lack of elabora- 
tion. The Lord Jesus took the commonest -things of 





Devotional Reading: Proverbs 3: 13-18. 
Primary Topic: Hearers and Doers. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 13: 1-23. 
Memory Verse: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only.—James 1 : 22. 
Junior Topic: Hearers and Doers. 
Lesson’ Material: Matthew 13: 1-23. 
Memory. Verse’: Be ye doers of the ‘word, and not hearers 
only.—Jas. 1: 22. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Giving Heed to Jesus’ Teaching. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Take Heed How Ye Hear. 
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The.. portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
’ VS. 1-9, 18-23 
1 On that day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by 
the seaside. 2 And there were gathered unto him great 
multitudes, so that he entered into a boat, and sat; and 


~ all the multitude stood on the beach. 3 And he spake 


to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the 


“sower went forth to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds 


fell by the way side, and the birds came and devoured 
them: 5 and others fell upon the rocky places, where 
they had not much earth: and straightway they sprang 
up, because they had no deepness of earth: 6 and when 
the sun was risen, they were scorched; and because they 
had no root, they withered away. 7 And others fell upon 
the thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked them: 
8 and others fell upon the good ground, and yielded fruit, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He that 
hath ears,! let him hear. 


18 Hear then ye the parable of the sower. 19 When any 
one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth 
it not, then cometh tthe evil one, and snatcheth away that 
which hath been sown in his heart. This is he that was 
sown by the way side. 20 And he that was sown upon 
the rocky places, this is he that heareth the word, and 
straightway with joy receiveth it; 21 yet hath he not root 
in’ himself, but endureth for a while; and when tribula- 
tion or persecution ariseth because of the word, straight- 
way he stumbleth. 22 And he that was sown among the 
thorns, this is he that heareth the word; and the care 
of the * world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
word, and he becometh unfruitful. 23 And he that was 
sown upon the good ground, this is he that heareth the 
word, and understandeth it; who verily beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 

1Some ancient authorities add here and in ver. 43, 
to hear: as in Mark 4:9; Luke 8:8. Or, age. 
Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education: 


—_ 








_everyday life by’ which he and his hearers were sur- 


rounded and made them the vehicles of eternal truth. 


2. The purpose of the parables. The foregoing note 
may remind us of the occasion when -this form of 
teaching was adopted by our Lord. And the occasion 
gives us a hint of the double purpose that underlay 
the new method. On the one hand it was punitive, 





_ My Field 
By Amos R. Wells 


OWER, Sower, sow the seed! -Thickly sow 
for human need. Men-and women, age and 
youth, need the blessed seeds of truth} living seeds 
~that wholesome are, kindly Sower, fling them far. 
That the Sons of earth may feed, heavenly Sower, 
sow the seed. Sower, Sower, here am I; as a plot 
of ground Iie, as a waiting plot of ground where 
no. blade of life is found, as a field of empty soil 
waiting for the farmer’s toil; that the seed may live 
or die, Sower, Sower, here am I. - Well I know 
the careless feet, how incessantly they beat, how 
- the heedless feet of men tramp and tramp and tramp 
again, how the birds of Satan ail snatch the seeds 
as fast they fall. Heavenly Sower,:send thy plow; 
break the soil and break it now. Well I know the 
shallow ground where the hidden rock is found, 
where the plant is quick to rise, but as quickly fades 
. and dies.;. where the heats of passion spoil seeds within 
the shallow soil. Sower, Sower; all divine, deepen 
thou this ground of mine. Well I -know the ugly 
thorn springing up amid the corn, thorns of riches, 
thorns of care, thorns of labor everywhere, thorns 
that crush the tender root, thorns that pierce the 
springing shoot. Wheresoe’er the. thorns abound, 
Sower, Sower, cleanse the ground. Sower, Sower, 
endless kind, purify my heart and mind, fertilize 
my barren soul, deepen and enrich the whole, till 
the golden harvest rise, shining to the shining skies, 
till the foodful tale is told, sixty and a-hundredfold 















and on the other hand it was educative. It was puni- 
tive so far as those careless skeptical or antagonistic 
hearers were concerned, of whom the Pharisees were 
the typical examples (12:24). It was educative for 
those who had ears to hear. The condition of learning 
was the frank, eager, childlike heart. The truths con- 
veyed. in parable were hidden from the wise and pru- 
dent but revealed to babes (11:25). The parable was 
like a nut with a hard shell but an edible kernel. The 
proud and supercilious Pharisees saw nothing but the 
kernel. The apparent simplicity of the message an- 
gered them. The humble penetrated the kernel and 
found the spiritual meaning within. And for such the 
inner meaning was not merely revealed,— it was re- 
vealed in such a way as to make it easier for them 
to learn and understand the truth thus conveyed. For 
the parable is of the nature of a kindergarten method. 
The outward story in itself is attractive. Being of 
the nature of a story it is easily remembered. And 
being connected as it is with that which is often ob- 
served it will be brought again and again to the mem- 
ory. Thus even if at first there seems to be no special 
significance in the story, the time will come for hon- 
est and humble minds when it will become luminous 
with meaning. 

3. Comparison of the parable with other forms of 
figurative speech. : 

(1) The fable. This is distinguished by its being 
of a fanciful character. Compare Jotham’s fable of 
the talking trees (Judg. 9). 

(2) The myth. This is a literal story of obvious 
fact, but it contains a hidden meaning, the presence of 
which is hinted at by some grotesque element in the 
story. There are no myths in the Bible. But we 
may recall the old heathen myth about Hercules kill- 
ing water snakes in the Lake of Lerna. These water 
snakes were many-headed. This suggests that the 
myth represents some such event as the draining of 
the stagnant lake and thus getting rid of fever and 
similar troubles. : 

(3) The allegory. In this form there are imaginary 
persons and ‘actions in the very place of the real. A 
familiar illustration of this form of literary device 
will be found in Spenser’s “Faerie Queene.” 

(4) Over against the former three examples, the 
parable is a comparison based upon real analogies. 
There is, for example, a real analogy between a farmer 
sowing seed on his land and the preacher or teacher 
telling others about the truths of the Gospel. In its 
very naturalness lies the power of the parable and its 
suitability for the purpose of the Lord Jesus: There 
is nothing in thé parable to distract the hearers’ atten- 
tion from the main thing. 


4. Explanation of the parable. Note the apparent 
difference between the incidence of the teaching in the 
parable and the explanation. In the former the whole 
issue seems to depend upon the nature of the soil. In 
the latter it is seen to depend upon the seed. The dif- 
ference, however, is only an apparent one. When the 
Lord Jesus explained the parable he plainly said that 
the nature of the seed was the main thing. The har- 
vest therefore in the parable depends not upon the soil 
but upon the seed sown. Soil responds or refuses to 
respond according to what the seed is in itself. The 
ground will be hard, rocky, thorny, or fruitful accord- 
ing to the nature of the seed. A man’s influence in 
his age depends entirely upon whether the word of 
the kingdom is in his heart or not, and further’ upon 
his response to that word when it is in his heart. 
(Dr. G. Campbell Morgan in “Parables of the King- 
dom,” Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City, $1.75). 


5. It is instructive to notice the correspondence be-’ 


tween the four different classes of hearers in this 
parable and the four primary temperaments: These 
have been set forth by philosophers as 
(1) The phlegmatic. 
(2) The sanguine. 
(3) The. melancholic. 
(4) The choleric. 
The close correspondence between the two. groups 
of four can scarcely be accidental. 
Final Word | 
Dismiss me not Thy service, Lord, 
But train me for Thy will; 
For even I, in fields so broad, 
Some duties may fulfill. 
And I will ask for no reward, ’ 
’ Except to serve Thee still, HT, T. Lynch. 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


or 
When I cannot enjoy the faith of assurance, I live 


by. the faith of adherence.—Matthew Henry, in 
“Streams in the Desert.” 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written b several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


listened when Christ spoke it? 

2. In what particular is this parable distinguished from 
most of the others Christ used? 

3. What hard saying of Christ, used in connection with 
this parable, is sometimes misinterpreted ? 

4. Which class of hearers are found most frequently 
within the church? 

5. Which class of hearers most often mislead Christian 
leaders and teachers? ’ 

6. What active principle of the Gospel is shown in 
the parable of this lesson? 

7. What are the favorable conditions of growth, for 
which the believer is responsible? 

8. Using the agricultural parallel, what are the condi- 
tions of growth for which God is responsible? 

9. Name another parable which Christ used to show 
the “abiding” principle in bearing fruit. 

10. In what sense does the parable involve the principle 
of illustration ? 

11. Why is the principle of apperception involved in 
the interpretation of parables? 

12. How does the parable of the sower illustrate the 
principle of apperception? 

13. What three groups does the lesson indicate who 
had different relations to the truth which the Lord taught? 


Hox. is this parable specially applicable to those who 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers’ to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ue 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Cotton. 


Matertats: A little girl. 








HIS morning we will try an experiment. I am 

going to put some cotton in this little girl’s ears. 
(Put cotton in outer ears quite firmly, so she can hear 
very little.) P 

Now I shall ask Mary some questions. Mary, how 
old are you? What is your name? Do you go to 
school? (Mary doesn’t answer, because she can’t hear.) 

What is the matter with her? She has ears. See 
her ears. Do you think she can hear if I take that 
little piece of cotton out of her ears? There isn't 
very much. All right. (Takes the cotton out of her 
ears.) Mary, how old are you? She hears now. The 
whole trouble was that cotton. Her ears are all right. 

Did you know that Satan makes ear cotton? He is 
the most successful maker of soundproof ear cotton 
in the universe. And it is invisible. You can’t see it 
in people’s ears. Yesterday I saw a young man come 
out of his home, and start to light a cigarette. His 
mother said, “Oh, John, I wish you would stop those 
horrid cigarettes.” He never so much as winked an 
eye, but went right on smoking. I looked at him 
closely, and he had two ears that looked all right, and 
you would think he could hear, but I’m very sure he 
had some of Satan’s cotton in his ears. 

I knew a man who went to church almost every Sun- 
day for forty years, and sat while the Gospel was 
preached, and he told me he went to please his wife, — 
that he never had-heard a sermon. He could hear any- 
thing else. Satan’s cotton! 

Did you know God is going to hold you responsible 
for how you hear? 

Mount Hermon, Cat. 

é 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Along the Road.—He that was sown by the way 
side (v. 19). Wayside crops do not usually amount 
to much. The huckleberries you pick along the road 
are mostly all seeds. The huckleberries that grow in the 
fields and “clearin’s” are big and meaty and have the 
more respectable name of “blueberries.” The straw- 
berries by the wayside are little things on a stiff 
stem, with an imaginary fine flavor which does not 
bear investigation, for in a truth they are both seedy 
and acid. The real strawberries are over on the rich 
cultivated soil of the field. Ditto with blackberries 
and raspberries. Ask Mr. Blackbird, he knows. He 
passes up the wayside fruit and dines in the garden, 
scarecrow and shotgun notwithstanding. When 
wanted to raise strawberries I got the cast-off nets 
from the~fishermen and spread them over the berry 
beds. Note it is the seed on the wayside the birds 
took, not the fruit. The birds take the easy way as 
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The good stuff is not on the wayside 
but over the feiice. Some years ago a party of Coates- 
ville men weré motoring to Atlantic City. Down 
among the scrub oaks they saw a clearing planted 
with strawberries. They stopped, climbed the fence, 
and regaled. Then the owner stepped out of the bushes 
where he had been watching for feathered “birds,” and 
with his shotgun persuaded the Coatesville men to buy 
the berries they had eaten at five dollars a man,— 
or jail! What this writer is thinking about in the 
light of the Lord’s parable is the overwhelming quan- 
tity of wayside seed sowed on news stands along the 
streets and in the stations and in the Sunday papers. 
The “word of the kingdom” is “caught away.” The 
only seed “sown in hfs heart” is this wayside stuff. 
For example, there is a small finely illustrated popular 
weekly magazine sold for a nickel. I have been watch- 
ing it for some weeks. There is scarcely a short story 
but has a cocktail and cigarette emphasis. There are 
other small weeklies of the same type. Our boys and 
girls are taking in this seed. The fruits will be “elder- 
berries’ and “wild cherries” instead of loganberries 
and ox-hearts. By the way, stop at a street news stand 
and turn over some of this wayside “seed” and see 
what a nice jar you will get! The Devil is on the 
job! (See Gal. 6:7.) 


Moore of Haddonfield!—He that was sown upon 
the rocky places... . He that was sown among the 
thorns (vs. 20, 22). Alas, how well we old-timers in 
the church activities know these two, Brother Rock 
and Brother Thorn. The “Yes, Yes” ones. “Oh, isn’t 
he too splendid for anything! Wish we could have 
that kind of preaching in our church!” they exclaim 
when they hear the big preacher from town. But back 
home at “our church” never a prayer for good faithful 
old Reverend Smith. None of the rich ones in Rev- 
erend Smith’s congregation does for him what Henry 
Moore of Haddonfield, N. J., did for his pastor, the 
Reverend Allen. I have told you before and I'll tell 
you again. Reverend Allen was the faithful “country 
parson” of the Presbyterian Church, and was plugging 
along in the usual three-a-week and funerals, and a 
wedding now and then. Elder Moore went to him one 
day with a put-on severe face and sca. J the life out 
of the poor old fellow by saying, “Look here, Pastor, it 
seems to me as though you are all preached out and 
going stale.” The Reverend Allen gasped. Then Elder 
Moore, without cracking a smile, continued, “It is 
time for you to get out of Haddonfield.” The Reverend 
Allen paled. “Here,” said Elder Moore severely as 
he pushed a big fat envelope into the hand of the trem- 
bling parson, “take this and go.” The Reverend Allen 
openel the envelope and found tickets for a trip to 
the Holy Land and a good check for all the fun along 
the way. And Elder Moore was having the time of 
his life (he told me so) as with a broad grin he 
watched the astonished face of his beloved pastor. (See 
Phil. 4:10.) Now, Mr. Faultfinder, you will know 
what to do with your preached out “sower.” Instead 
of comparing him with some big “D.D.” of the city 
church — well, I was going to say, “J. st hit him some 
Moore!” The rocks and the thorns with their “dry 
up” and “choke out” will never have much of a chance 
on those “farms” where the husbandry have the Moore 
spirit— and action. When the sower lags and goes 
stale, freshen him up by a dip into new scenery. 


Sand, Swamp, and Shale.—He that was sown upon 
the good ground (v. 23). What is good szound? Over 
in New Jersey when they want to say the land is poor 
they call it “a sweet potato farm.” Those nice dry 


well as humans! 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the vear may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 


2. January s.—Childhood of Jesus .....Matt. 1:1 to 2:23 
a. January 12.—Baptism. and Temptation of Jesus. 
. Matt. 3:1 to 4:11 
g§ January 19—Jesus Begins His Ministry ..Matt. 4 : 12-25 
4 January 26.—Standards of the Kingdom ..Matt. 5: 1-48 
g. February 2—Putting God’s Kingdom First. Matt. 6 : 1-34 
6. February 9.—Warnings and Promises (Temperance 
Lesson) ..... Saewes odeaeasesaebe $e cd etbsn otaiee Matt. 7 : 1-29 
7. February 16—Jesus Healing and Helping 
Matt. 8:1 to 9:34 
8. February 23.—The Twelve Sent Forth. Matt. 9 : 35 to 11: 1 
9. March 2.—Jesus Teaching About Himself 
: Matt, 11 : 2 to 12: 50 
10. March 9.—The Parable of the Sower ....Matt. 13 : 1-23 
1x. March 16.—Parables of the Kingdom. ..Matt. 13 : 24-52 
12, March 23.—Jesus Teaching and Healing. 
Matt, 19 : 53 to 16: 12 
13. March 30.—Review. 


Second Quarter 
1, April 6.—The Law of the Cross. IMatthew 16 : 13 to 17 : 27 
2. April 13.—The Child and the Kingdom 
Matthew 18: 1-14; 19 : 13-15 
3. April 20.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness. Matthew 18 : 15-35 
Or, Easter Lesson cccccccccccccccctscccceess John 20: 1-16 
4. April 27.—Giving Up All for the Kingdom 
Matthew 19: 1-29 
5s. May 4.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
-s ‘Matthew 19°: 30 to 20 : 28 
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sweet potatoes you like are grown on svch a lean 
farm. There was a lot of land that was low and wet 
and considered worthless for any sort of crop. A 
man came along and bought it for a song, and made a 
fortune on it raising onions. In some parts of Maine 
the soil is very stony and shaly, but who does not 
know the splendid “Early Rose” and other potatoes 
that come from those Maine fields! It is well for 
every preacher and every teacher, when they are sow- 
ing the “word of the kingdom,” to remember they 
will have on. the human “farm” that lies before them 
or on the great estate spread out in the printed page, 
all the soils referred to in this wonderful parable. The 
sweet potato sandy soil. The swampy onion muck. 
The rocky hillside potato shale. (See 1 Cor. 9: 19-22.) 
I shall never forget the day when W. K. Harris, the 
local railroad agent, brought Charlie Springer to the 
Iron Rose Bible Class. Charlie was a brakeman on 
the old Wilmington and Northern, now The Reading 
Company. He could neither read nor write.’ And 
swear! Phew, he was one of the sort said to make 
the air “blue.” “Champion cusser Of the division.” 
‘He was sand, swamp, and shale all in one. But that 
unspeakable soil turned out to be the best there has 
ever been in the Iron Rose Bible Class. The Word 
took root and grew. There was a revival in the Bap- 
tist Church, and Charlie “went forward.” Then he 
started out after the other “hard-boiled railroaders.” 
He led hundreds of them into the kingdom, both in 
Coatesville and up and down the line in Reading and 
Wilmington. When he passed over, his funeral was 
the greatest ever held in Coatesville. All of which is 
to say, Mr. Preacher and Mr. Teacher, never get dis- 
couraged. Keep right onis@wing. It isn’t for you to 
analyze and know the soil. The divine Chemist can 
attend to that. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without tirst 
securing and reading. carefully a leaflet explaining the 
‘conditions of this department. | e full list of lessons for 
the ‘year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions. means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
be. given to illustrations on that portion 
indicated in the lesson list after the 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
a desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
neede: 


Who Can Answer This Question?—Others fell 
upon the rocky places (v.-5). Many years ago a 
Welsh minister, a man of God, beginning his sermon, 
leaned over the pulpit and said with a solemn air, 
“Friends, I have a question to ask. I cannot answer 
it. You cannot answer it. If an angel from Heaven 
were here, he could not answer it. If a devil from 
hell were here, he could not answer it.’ Every eye 
was fixed on the speaker. He proceeded, “The ques- 
tion is this, ‘How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation?’”—From “1ooo Evangelistic Illustra- 
il Sent by Mrs. S. M. McConnell, Monmouth, 


_ Planted But Not Rooted.—Because they had no 


root, they withered away (v. 6). “I said a good deal 
to the Americans about flowers. One day~-a reporter 
came to interview me, and hardly knew where to begin, 
but just then a lovely bunch of orchids arrived, and 
I began to talk about flowers. I told the reporter that 
the apostle Paul talked about being ‘rooted and 
grounded in Christ,’ and I said, ‘Be sure you are 
not stuck in.’. When I was a boy I used to find a 
bit of land and convert it in an hour into a garden. 
I would get primroses and violets and anything else 
I could gather and stick them into the earth. And of 
course when the sun came out they wilted and died. 
There are people in the church like that. If God 
doesn’t root them in, they just wither.”—From Gypsy 
Smith in the Methodist Recorder. Sent by Mrs. 
Coward, Lucea, Jamaica, B. W. I. 

Why He Gave Up.—And because they had no root, 
they withered away (v. 6). Not long ago a man 
frankly told me how it came about that he had stop- 
ped believing. When he was twenty-six years old. he 
went hunting with his brother. When night came 
they stopped in the forest to sleep. Just before they 
lay down he had knelt to pray as. he had done from 
infancy. When he arose his brother said, “So you 
are still doing those things, are you?” That was all 
that was said, but from that night he stopped praying. 
Thirty years had passed, and in that thirty years he 
had never prayed or attended church. Now it.was 
not the sneer of his brother that had changed him. 
His religious life had become so hollow and worth- 
less—that the pressure of a finger was sufficient to 
overthrow it-—From The Presbyterian. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 

“What Shall I Do?”—And the thorns grew up and 
choked them (v. 7). Are we working with God to 


(Continued on page 110) 
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| Letters from the Family Circle 








Praying for the. Times - 
It has-been.a habit-of‘ours to remember. you reg- 
ularly at-prayer at-ten o'clock every Saturday morn- 
ing, and -it -will: interest: you to know. that .every 
officer and: teacher in my-Sunday-school are members 
of THe SUNpay’ Scuoor: Times :Family,; and ‘our 
young people follow Mr. Lane’s suggestions for the 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. “It has also been 
laid heayily upon my -heart to encourage my..friends 
who are not members of the Tries Family -to at 
least take trial subscriptions —From~the. ‘Director of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, Chicago,: the 
Rev..Ernest M. Wadsworth, © o>: =) , oe 


sin me 

‘‘ When the Props Break | 
‘Have. just read “your -thost comforting. articles, in 
the Thanksgiving .Number}“When the Props Break” 
and “When-.God is Silent.” So I got a sheet of 
paper anda‘ writing’ on“ my lap ‘if this ‘hotel ‘lobby 
to tell. you.that’:next“to God’s Word comes your 


t 


The unsolicited-letters of fellowship and encour- 
agement that pour into The Sunday School Times 


_offices from all. over-the world mean so much to 


its staff that a few. of these are shared, on this 

page, with the whole Family. These are days 

when God’s. people need to keep closer together 

than ever. before,.and the Times rejoices in _ its 

privilege of serving. .as.a.bond. of fellowship be- 

tween so many who love the Lord and look for 
. His appearing. 








Not : Cold: Orthodoxy 


We love the Trmes; I ‘am always eager to read it; 
it never goes beyond what “is written,” but it. be- 
lieves- and proclaims all .that is written; it never 
compromises, yet it does-not parade a cold and un- 
loving orthodoxy, but speaks the truth in love— 


‘ Massachusetts. 


SuNDAY ScHoot Times ‘andthe spititual comfort A Safe ‘Combination 


it gives to. me, a-poor unworthy sinner.—Missours. 


One Copy Goes the Rounds... 

- My daughter's Sunday-school. teacher sends -his SuN- 
pay ScHoot Times to: me -by: her every .Sunday. 
His father-is sending it to him. ...I.send At on to 
others; -it-is a-blessing wherever it goes. I-don't 
intend ever-to be without it the balance: of my short 
life here .on earth. God bless you and ‘your: -work. 
—Georgia.: - ; is 


From a Bible fastitiate Principal 


I have been“an interested and thankful reader of 4 


Our Sunday-school has decided to adopt the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons for this year. 


We:-have selected THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMES as 
. the best lesson help for our teachers, and CurisTIAN 
“YOUTH. as a combination lesson help and paper for 
all our scholars-except the Primary Department. 
We. desire. 84 copies of CHRISTIAN YoutH, to be 
‘mailed weekly for the coming year to our church. 


’ «. L.am enclosing a list of our teachers and their ad- 
- . dresses. These will also be one-year subscriptions.— 


New York City. : 


-Tue Sunpay ScHoor Times for many years, and -- Worse and Better 


have noted with-great pleasure that, while you have 
witnessed faithfully for the: truth,» you have «main-. 
tained the tenderness of the Master’s spirit. May 


‘The times are rapidly growing worse, but the Times 
is -growing better—Michigan. 


it please ‘God. to bless increasingly .-your wide min-" A ‘Pastor to: Pastors 


" istry —Suskatchewan. 


Had Almost Despaired of Finding It. 

. Some time ago I answered an ad appearing in the 
Western Recorder offering to send THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times for ten weeks. . : . ‘It,is the-paper 
for which I have been searching and had almost de- 
spaired of finding. It is the only -Fundamentalist 
paper, so far as I know, that-is able to see any 
connection between the things that are taking place 
in the world today and the Bible prophecy. ... I 
only regret-that I had not known about it sooner. 
I am telling friends about it and lending. my. copies 
. . . Ll am so happy over my discovery of -THE 
Sunpay Scuoort Times that I thought I must try 
to express my gratitude.—Kentucky. 


By the.Company They Keep 
Whenever. I meet some one who.reads. and enjoys 
THe‘ SunDAY ScHOOL TIMES it makes me feel good 


at: heart that-some’ one else ‘loves the truth: and no. 


doubt is the Lord’s—West Central Africa. 
In Teaching Boys 


I wish_to tell you how much I appreciate your.paper 
that rings true in this age when so many are com- 
promising. -I get. more real help from your paper 
than any other lesson help in preparing for my class 
of boys.—Ohio. 


Portraits of the Times Staff , 


We are so -happy in our. Sunday-school now with 
the. Times for every teacher! . And: we are ‘getting 
‘on so finely. “We love the Uniform Lessons, too. 

A dear friend of mine passed me-a- Prospectus: of 
the Times a few days ago, and I am more than 
eager. that.all-our teachers shculd have one, with 
those splendid faces to look at, and know just how 
each lesson helper does look. I was wondering, as 
I am so eager about this myself, if you could send 
me enough copies for them all,-and.I will give them 
out ‘at teachers’-meeting, and will-pay you for them, 
too, myself. I know you say they are sent free — 
but as I should want at least forty, I would want 
to.pay .what they cost you, at least. Oh, if you can 
only spare them! - If you ‘can do anything with my 
request, I shall be so happy !—Maine. 

(The Times’ gladly sent. these forty copies of the 
Prospectus without charge, and will send it’ free to 
others who wish it, in any desired quantity for dis- 
tribution. It contains portraits of the following : _How- 
den, Wells, Ellis, Ridgway, Pace, Howard, Wade Smith, 


Mrs. Askew, Mrs. "Hatton, Lahe, Banks, and Trumbull.) 


Having just laid down the latest issue of one of the 
best conservative denominational papers with the 
feeling, frequent after reading that otherwise excel- 
lent journal, that the church must be going to smash, 
unable to meet the needs of our generation, and that 
the ministry is a dog’s life, baldly distinguished for 
lack of efficiency, lack of results, and lack of cash, 
I feel that a word of appreciation to THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times is in order. 


I have never seen THE Sunpay ScHoot Times dis- 
couraged. If in private you have hours of human 
weakness and discouragement, they never mar the 
public ministry of the paper. “The blessed hope” 
illumines the night. I must believe that my brethren 





And Now, Christian Youth ! 


Readers of THE Sunpay ScHoor Times kept 
writing. to ask where they could get a paper 
for their young people which would be as de- 
pendable as the Trmes for the older folks. So 
the Times launched its weekly paper for 
teen age young folks. It has had an enthusi- 
astic response from many thousands throughout 
North America. Are you taking advantage of 
it'in your class and home? 


It leads the way in sound, practical Bible 
study, presented in such a way as to attract and 
interest young people. 


It actually makes the pupil want to do real 
home study on the next Sunday’s lesson. 


It offers your young people stories that are 
really worth while, and other absorbing reading 
matter, not of the sugary type, but rich in up- 
standing Christian. principle that makes for 
vigorous, cheerfuland healthy spiritual life. 


In these difficult days when false teaching 
and harmful. literature are attacking the lives 
of boys and girls as never before, think what 
it will mean in your school and home to have 
an every-week paper of this character. 

THE Sunpay Scoot Times for the teacher 
and Curistian YoutH for the class make a 
most effective partnership. You can try Curis- 
. TIAN ,YOUTH for ten weeks at only ten cents a 
piece for each pupil in your class. .Your sub- 
scription should be sent to CuristriAN Youtu, 








325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








the editors are daily led of the Spirit of God. “Re- 
joicing in hope” is the first word. 

“Faith working through love” is the second. Your 
Fundamentalism: is always sweet as well as sound. 
The final word of appreciation is, “Looking . . .-to 
the things of others.” You always answer letters, 
when there is any possible reason why an answer 
might be of service to the receiver. I do not know 
how you manage it; I know that it costs time and 
money to have some responsible person answer ‘so 
many letters in such a personal way. -Yet it is worth 
while. 

We pastors of independent churches ourselves need 
pastors: the Times in large measure fills- that need. 
—New Hampshire. 


“The Fellowship of His Sufferings’’ 


How can I, as a retired Methodist pastor, slowly 
dying with an internal cancer and pain, thank you 
and our Lord enough for a great spiritual paper like 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes? I can. only remind 
you that my very soul rejoices for your stand. for 
God’s Word. Oh, the means. of:.grace my cancer 
has been and still is to me !—Cahfornia. 


A Pastor’s Diagnosis 


I tried to think yesterday just what gave the Times 
its uniqueness. An orthodox paper canbe dead. 
And I thought of at least these four things : 

Its articles are authentic and dependable. 

It carries high literary standards on every..page. 
It is peculiarly alive—it throbs with. life; .it is 
alive to world conditions, alive.to the needs of: the 
human heart, and alive with the wonder and. fas- 
cination of divine truth. 


Finally, it has an intimate’ touch that is irresistible — 
—the reader feels himself a part of a great family. 


Is there not a fifth point? — its pages overflow with 
things that are original and new: it copies almost 
nothing, and so nothing is stale. How very, very 
seldom can a reader of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
say, “I saw that before.”—Virginia. 


A Dip in the Surf 


I have not been a subscriber to THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times for long, but never shall be without it again. 
I teach a class of young girls and appreciate the 
lesson helps, but aside from them your magazine 
seems to be running over full of inspiring and heip- 
ful things. A dip in its pages is as invigorating. to 
the soul as a dip in the surf to a tired body. May 
God bless your ministry in the future even more 
richly than in the past.—Ontario. 


Discovering the Uniform Lessons 


Could you not make a leaflet out of that article in 
the November 30 issue on the Uniform Lessons? I 
believe it would get. you some more subscribers, and 
would be stich a help to those who would read the 
Times. .-. . And now, for another thing to rejoice 
about. At the meeting of our Sunday-school board 
tonight it was decided to use the Uniform Lessons 
instead gf the Graded Lessons. Our Junior books 
are full of Moffatt’s quotations and some of the 
silliest bosh you ever heard in the Sunday-school. 


I don’t remember whether I told you or not, but last 
year it just seemed I couldn’t sleep until I had in- 
terested a certain woman in your publication. I 
made a very strong plea for your paper, and it went 
over “big.” I credit God with this, and it seems to 
me it was the opening wedge to getting the Uniform 
Lessons introduced into the entire school.—Penn- 
sylvania. : 

(This reader, and doubtless others, will be glad to know 
that the earlier editorial on the Uniform Lessons is 
largely included in an article on the same subject in 
this week’s Notes on Open Letters, which is being re- 


printed as a leaflet that will be sent free of charge, in . 


any quantity desired, to those who ask for it. This 
leaflet may be of real service to your pastor, Sunday- 
school superintendent, or fellow workers, in calling 
attention to important facts about the Uniform Lessons 
that some do not seem to have realized.) 


Material and Spiritual 


So-many things in your paper help me materially as 


well as spiritually. I find I keep pretty well informed | 


of world events by reading the Times, —that’s the 
material side of it. But my greatest joy is the spir- 
itual help, the thrills that come from the unfolding 
of God’s Word in the many fine articles from week 
to week.—Florida. 
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Successful Easter Supplies 





THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS 
By Elda M. Piero. This drama of Easter- 
tide is new this year. Joyousness is the key- 
note in both song and text. A peatty excellent 
play with a spiritua! message for all. 
Price, 15 cents each; $1.50 per dozen. 


THE GARDEN OF LIGHT 
Requires five girls, 14 to 16 years of age, thir- 
teen small children, and a chorus of junior 
or intermediate children. The setting is a 
garden. 


Price, 10 cts. per copy ; $1.00 per dozen. 
THE STORY OF THE RESURRECTION 


Requires twenty-five characters, ‘There is 
very little dialogue, the main onety being told 
by a hidden voice and through the choir se- 
lections. 


Price, 10 cts. per copy ; $1.00 per dozen. 
THE TWO SPRINGS 


An Easter cantata Suploting two Springs, — 
the awakening of the flowers and butterflies, 
and the Eternal Spring. Children present 
the first in song and verse. An adult trio 
and soloist bring the second message as a 
climax. 

Price, 8 cents per copy; 85 cents per 
dozen. 


THE DAWN OF GLADNESS 


‘The sunbeams, flowers, and raindrops teach 





the Easter message of love and gladness. 
‘Twenty or more children may be used. 


Price, 15 cents each ; $1.50 per dozen. 


THE KING TRIUMPHANT 
A unique and appropriate ant in which 
children play oneet of the Lo nog Has four 
parts,— scenes of the synagogue, the cross, 
= sepulchre, and an application to our own 
ay. 
Price, 15 cents each ; $1.50 per dozen. 


‘“‘*THE CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS”’ 
An evaneeeye pageant that is centered 
around Peter’s visit to the household of 
Cornelius. A_ strong plea--for confessions, 
at the end of the pageant, makes all who 
see it want to follow the good example of 
Cornelius. 


Price, Sample, 25 cts. ; per dozen, $2.50. 


THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE 
An_ Easter pageant picturing the trial, death 
and resurrection of our Lord as experienced 
by Christ’s most intimate disciples. 


Price, 10 cents each ; $1.00 per dozen. 
THE CROSS TRIUMPHANT 


This pent visualizes the conversion of a 
Jewish” amily after the resurrection. It is 
nr evangelistic and uses many of the old 
and familiar songs. 


Price, 15 cents each; $1.50 per dozen. 











































IN OLD JERUSALEM 
This service seeks to make real the feelings and life of the 
common people in the time of our Lord. . lt expresses the 
wees of honest hearts concerning his lifévand mission on 
earth, 
Price, 8 cents each ; 85 cents per dozen; $3.25 per 50; 
$6.00 per 100. 





Easter Coin Collector 


A novel and attractive two-color coin collector. It has a slot 
near the edge for inserting coins, and by the addition of a lip on 
the slot money cannot bé removed from the bank. It is a good 
means to raise money for any cause, and as the investment is 
small the returns are large in comparison. 

It is 2x2 inches and is printed in green and purple. The 
top and bottom are made of tin and the rest of heavy 4-ply card- 
board. 

Sample 5 cents, 50 cents per dozen, $3.00 per 100. 

Give it a trial and it will prove its merit. 


MEIGS "oiranr” 








$1 wy. seh iaate 
® INDIANAPOLIS, I 
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The Illustration Round-Table 
(Continued from page 108) 


| root out the weeds in our lives —the 
| trorws that would choke the good seed? 
| In the early days of the Keswick con- 
vention a clergyman got up and said, “I 
want to be conformed to Christ in the 
will of God. I have a habit—it is an 
enslaving habit, and I feel I ought to give 
it up. But I cannot, it would kill me; 
what shall I do?” The chairman said, 
“Die!” And he added, “It is not neces- 
sary that anyone should live, but it is 
necessary that any and every man should 
put away anything whatever that hinders 
his fellowship with God.”—From Golden 
Thoughts. Sent by Miss G. B. Dowen, 
Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


“Auld Man Kline.”—And others fell 
upon the good ground, and yielded fruit 
(v. 8). The night was dark, the road a 
lonely one. A man named Kline, lying in 
wait for one whom he believed to be his 
enemy, and whom he had decided to kill, 
was startled to hear the voices of several 
children raised in singing. They were 
returning home after having practiced 
some hymns at their Sunday-school. And 
what were they singing? The guilty con- 
science heard, “Jesus died for Auld Man 
Kline, and Jesus died for me.” Terror- 
stricken, he fled to his home. Next time 
there was a Gospel meeting held he was 
present, and before long was able to sing 
with the children, “Jesus died for all 
mankind, and Jesus died for me.”—Sent 
by Helen Blade, Peterborough, Ont., Can. 


Hated by the Devil.—Then cometh the 
evil one, and snatcheth away (v.19). A 
colporteur was selling Bibles one day in 
a town in South America. A well-mean- 
ing Romanist, a lady, tried to convert 
him from the error of his colportage 
ways by telling him a tale of another 
Bible-seller like himself, whom one night 
the Devil carried off, body and soul, in 
his clutches. The priest had told her so. 
“So my Books must be books the Devil 
does not like,” exclaimed the colporteur, 








FEBRUARY 22, 1930 


Bible-seller away.” The dear lady’s em- 
barrassment may be safely left to the 
imagination of the reader—From the 
Christian Herold. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Warned of His Danger.—The deceit- 
fulness of~riches (v. 22). As a Chris- 
tian man was passing out of a church he 
met an old acquaintance whom he had not 
seen for several years. In their brief 
interview he said to his acquaintance, “I 
understand you are in great danger.” It 
was said seriously, and was heard with 
surprise. The friend addressed was not 
aware of any danger and eagerly in- 
quired what was meant. The answer was, 
“I have been informed that you are get- 
ting rich.”"—From Doran's Minister’s 
Manual. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N. Y. 


More Than One Wailing Wall.—The 
care of the world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches (v. 22). Wailing Wall Street. 
—From the Toledo Blade. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


“There’s the Bible Boy.” —Who verily 
beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some 
a hundredfold (v. 23). An American sol- 
dier who had strayed away from the 
early teaching of his parents ‘came to 
himself” at a Y. M. C. A. meeting in 
France, and took his stand publicly for 
the Christian life. “Now I’m going over 
the top,” he said to the secretary, “and 
I won't be afraid. I’m not going alone.” 
In the very next battle he gave up his 
life. His body was brought back on a 
wagon, and, as it passed, his comrades 
bared their heads. They knew of the 
stand he had taken at the Y. M. C. A. 
meeting and of the life he had lived in 
harmony with -his profession. As the 
body went by, one of them said réver- 
ently: “There’s our Bible boy on the 
wagon.” When the secretary talked at 
the grave he referred to the remark which 
he had overheard. The little sentence of 
only seven words was perhaps one of the 
strongest sermons those soldiers had ever 





“else he would never have snatched the 


heard.—From “Stories of the Great War,” 

















VISUALIZE THE LESSON 


Devivery CHARGES EXTRA 


LARGE MAPS 

Eight in the Series. Furnished complete, 
mounted on spring rollers, in oak wall cabinet. 
Size of cabinet, 66% inches long, 16 inches high. 
Size of maps, 42x60 inches. $55 (not illustrated). 

Complete set of eight large maps, mounted on 
black sticks, $22.50. 

Separately : No. 1, $3.50 each; Nos. 2-8, $3 
each. For single maps on spring rollers, add $1.00 
each to price of map mounted on black stick. 











SMALL Ss 

Seven in the Series. Furnished complete, 
mounted on wooden roller. Map sizes,Nos. 1 to 5— 
182427) inches—Nes. 6 and 7—20x28¥ inches. 
Height of tripod extended, 4 feet. $7.50; includes 
maps, tripod, and boxing. Single maps mounted 
on black sticks, $1.50 each. 

No. 1. Period “. Wilderness Wandering : 1250- 























z150 BD. . 
No. 2. Period of Hebrew Settlement in 
(pans : shep-20 B.C 
Cc 








o B.C. 
No. 3. United and ivided Hebrew-Kingdom : 
1050-586 B.C, 
No. 4. The Post-Exilic Period : 538-63 B. C. 
No. 5. Palestine in the Time of Jesus : 4 B. C. to 
30 A.D. (including the Period of Herod : 
40 to s B. C.) 
No. 6. St. Paul’s Journeys and the Early 
Christian Church: 40-100 A. D. 
No. 7. Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian 
mpires. 
MUSLIN CHARTS-— These seven charts, printed 
in black and red, in large, clear, easy to read ty 
are uniform in size,3534x52% inches. They include: 


COMMANDMENTS AND SUMMARY 











Books of the Bible Lord’s Prayer 
Apostles’ Creed Beatitudes 
‘Twenty-third Psalm First Psalm 















Small Maps Seven to a Series Mounted 
on Wooden Roller 


Complete set in wall cabinet, $30. Complete with 
tripod, $15. Single charts: mounted on wooden 
roller, $2.50 each ; mounted on spring roller, $3 
each ; unmounted charts, $2 each. 


“SOMETHING TO DO 
BOOKS” 


‘Bible Blocks.’’ In book 
form, so that the children ‘may 
have fun making the A. B. C. 
blocks, 30 cents each. 
**Bible Alphabet Book.’’ 
Something to learn, to sing, to 
color, to make. 35 cents each, 
** Bible Puzzle Books.’’ A 
variety of puzzles from which 
the children will learn the loca- 
tion of Bible texts and stories. 
No. 1442—1, Children’s Bible 
Puzzle Book is suited to young 
children,and No, 1442—2, Bible 
Puzzle Book is adapted to older 
children and young people. 


















A TEACHING HELP 


$3.25—postage extra, 25 cents 








For Beginners, Primary, and Juniors, a Model of the 
Tabernacle and Camp of terest. A book of instructions 
for using it is included, 
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Entertaining, Wholesome, Character Building 





Game 1. ‘‘ Bible Characters."’ 

Game 2. ‘‘ Bible Drills.”’ or 

Game 3. ‘Bible Cities’’ and Game 5 ** Bible Books. 
events that occurred in them. 4 


GAMES 








25 cents each 


Game 4. ‘‘ Bible A B C’s.”” Both 
study and fun f all ages. 


Game *¢ Commandments.’’ 





For Adults 


Sunday School Furniture 

Add to the attractiveness 
and efficiency of your church 
school. Comfortable chairs, 
from the small one for Be- 
ginners to combination 
chapel special with hat and 
book rack (illustrated), are 
furnished at prices fram 
$1.65 to $4.50. 

The tables range from the 
small class table to the de- 
partmental table. 

Prices furnished on request. § verses and designs. 
8 5A. First year—girl. 

i-B. First year—boy. 


$1.50 a hundred 
No. 665—Beginners 
No. 666—Primary 


40 cents a 100; 
Appropriate 


Vacation, Cradle Ro 
dren’s Day, Rally 













REMINDERS FOR ABSENTEES 


Each novelty is a cut-out folder and carries an 
informal message. They may be folded, fastened, 
and sent through the mail. 


No. 667—Junior 

No. 668—Intermediate 
No. 669—Young People 
BIRTHDAY CARDS 


as cents a dozen ; 
® These cards are in color and have appropriate 


i=C. Second year—girl. a-F, Third year—boy 


OFFERING ENVELOPES 
$3.50 a 1000 
illustrations in color. 
Birthday, ere 7 
1, 


Communion, 
Special, Chil- for Decision Day in the Sunday 
Day, Easter, School. 


Thanksgiving, Christmas. 


$2.00 a hundred 


1-D. Second year—boy 
s-E. Third year—girl 





DECISION DAY CARDS 
35 cents a hundred © 
No. 604. ‘“‘ My Covenant With God,’’ 





WESTMINSTER PRESS 


Headquarters : 
New York, 156 Fifth Avenue. 
Nashville, 711 Church Street. 
San Francisco, 234 McAllister Street. 


PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
Chicago, 216 S.Wabash Avenue. | 
St. Louis, 914 Pine Street. 

Pittsburgh, Granite Building. 























Lesson for March 9 
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ison, Easton, Md. though the light is shining. The spiritual 
Hearing — or Death.—He that hath | attitude and knowledge and experience 
ears, let him hear (Golden Text). What | must come out to welcome the light and 
trained ears a captain needs. To hear | invite it in if there is to be illumination. 

2 
his position. To hear and read an echo. | heart the Master’s parable, like himself, | oF R bl R h 
A dis was in a fog on one of the Can- | may stand and knock, but the latch on 1 e esearc 
adian lakes. The captain’s face suddenly | the i — be ~~ i. the — 
bec tense, then perplexed. He’ ra is to hind a welcome. ighteous men and | 
ye , trsng ~~ prophets with prepared hearts and lives | Cruises to the 


by Will H. Brown. Sent by Ellen Hutch- ! closed there is nothing but darkness even T 1 I e 
the different signals in a fog and so know | At the door of the hardened and sinful 
for slowed engines, then for reversed en- 








gines. The whistle shrieked, but no an- 
swer came. ‘“There’s something dead 
ahead,” he declared. “I get an echo from 
something.” Just then the fog lifted 
a little, and not ten feet from the bow 
was a huge steel scow-boat which had 
broken loose from harbor and drifted. A 
landsman said he had heard no écho. 
The captain chuckled. “It’s a matter of 
an educated hearing. God gave us ears, 
but we don’t always train them.”—Sent 
by Mrs. Coward, Lucea, Jamaica, B. W.1. 
Prize illustration. 

When Listening to the Will.—He that 
hath ears, let him hear (Golden Text). 
A gentleman once said to the Rev. Roland 
Hill, “It is sixty-five years since I first 
heard you preach, but I well remember 
that you spoke to us in this way: ‘Sup- 
posing one is hearing a will read, and ex- 
pects to get a legacy. Will.hé spend the 
time in criticizing the lawyer’s manner 
of reading? No, he will see if anything 
is left him and how much. Let that be 
the way in which you listen to the Gos- 
pel.’ ”—Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Surbiton, 
Surrey, Eng. - 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


' By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





acquired. 











+o lesson involves the double prin- 
ciple of illustration and apperception 
as the parable always does. It is a con- 
crete illustrative setting forth of spiritual 
truth, and yet its apprehension depends 
upon what the hearer brings to it. The 
root idea in the word illustration is lustro, 
meaning to illumine; and yet as our Lord 
made so clear, to those whose eyes are 





had waited for these things and they had | 


not come. Now they had come, and un- 
prepared hearts could not take them in. 
But blessed indeed were those whom the 
Lord commended who knew the day of 
their visitation, and with prepared hearts 
were ready for the truth he brought. 
And how the parable itself in figure 
portrays the very principle of appercep- 
tion. Even the good seed from the hand 
of the faithful Sower could not live and 
grow except in the good soil which was 
free of thorns. In the heart worn hard 
by worldliness and selfishness there is 
no understanding of the Word; in the 
shallow life there is no depth of spiritual 
interest to hold the roots of the seed that 
is sown, and in the soul occupied with 
the cares of the world and the deceitful- 
ness Of riches there is no basis of spir- 
itual interest to grip the seed of the 
Word. To have that understanding of 
the Word which will fruit into spiritual 
harvest there must be a basis of spiritual 
receptiveness in a life yielded to the Spirit 
of God, who alone can prepare the soil 
for the seed of his own Word. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 


we 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


shallow, or stony, or thorny ground! We 
pray that there may be taken out of our 
lives, by thy grace and indwelling presence, 
the elements that render us poor ground. 
May we be made far better hearers and doers 
of thy word than we ever have been. Help 
us to keep out of our lives the things that 
choke the growth of thy Word in us, and 
may we be no longer fickle and unstable and 
unproductive in thy service. We ask this in 
the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
asked yourself why it is that we are not 


¢WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS” font 














SAILING 
SCHEDULE 


Parties are now being organ- 


ized and sailings are as 


follows: 


S.S. PROVIDENCE 
April 14th to July 18th 
First and Intermediate Class 
TRIP No. 19 S.S. PATRIA 
May 6th to July 18th 
First and Intermediate Class 
TRIP No, 18a ($750.00) 
S.S. TUSCANIA 
June 13th te August llth 
TRIP No. 20 S.S. ALESIA 
June 19th to September 4th 
First Class 
TRIP No. 21 
S.S. PROVIDENCE 
July 2nd to September 4th 
First and Intermediate Class 





tute of 


HOLY LAND 


. and the 
MEDITERRANEAN 


]* YOU want to get the most out of your 
vacation this year, combine education with 
pleasure by visiting the wondrous lands that form 
the background of the Bible. 


The Travel Institute of Bible Research is again offering 
Sunpay ScHooL Times readers a choice of several low priced 
and personally conducted cruises to the Holy Land. . Through- 
out the entire trip you have no troubles or cares. 
is arranged for you so that you are free to enjoy all the comforts 
of splendid ships and great metropolitan hotels. 


Every detail 


Our own resi- 


dent staff in Palestine of picked Americans, all 
university and seminary graduates, explain every 
step of this inspirational trip with such vivid 
detail that you will feel as though you were liv- 


ing in Bible times. 


Our prices cover all costs, 


even including passport visas. 


Tue Law or APPERCEPTION.—All we thank tng that thou art ew, a ig eg are —- An Inspirational Trip 
new knowledge and experi stowing thy blessings upon us in the trut c s une 
appropriated > ac isergreted theocen that thou wouldst have us receive into our First Class Taking 75 to 90 Days 
knowledge and experience elventy lives. How often we have proved to be but | TRIP No. 18 


for Only 


°*650 | 


There is still time 
for you to join with 
many other readers of 
THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times and make this 
wonderful trip to the 


IMPORTANT 


In any comparison of the service of the Travel Insti- 
ible Research with other advertised tours, © 
it is necessary to consider the following: charac- ¢ 
ter of accommodations; extent and duration of Pg §.S.T. 3 R 
trip; points of interest visited; educational 4? 


Pd 


OUR 
ITINERARY 
Travel Institute Parties will visit 


© following cities. The order 
in which we visit them varies. 


re Holy Land, visiting Each trip has its distinct 
\ {| I) hy TRIP No. 22 S.S. SINAIA th A Lisbon itnavesy 
Ar July 26th to October 13th C Ae, Le”? | Be Vale Anathoth 
First Class Madeira, Algiers, Na- Ponta Delgada Michmash 
te ples, Athens, Con- aoe ae 
i - Pale Tibori 
= stantinople, and Con an om et see 
WISDOM stanza en route. See for yourself the Athens |. Damascus 
GZ wondrous lands that form the back- ¢@j_enere anees 
Gi; ground of the Bible. The climate at Lydde Constantinople 
; " mae Jerusalem 
Wf these times of the year is ideal. Make Jericho Smyrna 
é the trip now—don’t put it off—you may not febron ier. 
|! be able to go later. Mizpah 





and Many Others 
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ba advantages; inclusive service—no extras. 4@ 
9 ome|seed | f ell upon As the Travel Institute is conducted on Ros The Travel Institute 
stony places, where a non-profit basis, its travelers secure oe of Bible Research, Inc. 
they had not much ee oe eee a Bible House, New York City 
earth:and forthwith ef the Zbatituie’s itinerary are 9? Please send to me by return mail, i 
they sprung up, Be- Cpe oe ere pete ae ge 
cause f ey had 70 ey oe ree “4 ing your study tours to Northern Africa, 
deepness of earth;and Send the ” Southern Europe, and the Holy Land. 
— the sun was up, Coupon o 
ey Were scorched; Siipiecscastis hence veacbateielll aicuiatatadcsporbane 
and because they had Teday yi 
no root, they wither- ” ; 
ad 9 ; ~ fF STREET ccccccrsccveccccsccccsctecccccssccsccsccccesocsccscteesectecsoncceteces 
, @ away, Matt. 13:5,6 Fa 
e 
= 4 
iui dai aseprnememnseureane ” ROTTS cccsesss cae RUG aaah ab tN SadLia TROL ERRES) SERRE EASA STAT cicsscsctvecseocsanes 
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Rebekah atthe Well. No. 32 
A New’ Design 





Cokesbury Helps 


Sor Your Sunday School 





| eee 


Easter Lily. No.17 
USE THE COMPLETE 





ATTENDANCE 
CARD LINE 







Elijah. Ne. 33. 
A 


New Design 


COKESBURY bs 





ne Race.. No.30. 
ea New Design 


‘* Chey ‘Win Children Heart and Soul for the Sunday School ’’ 
Twenty-four colorful designs to choose from; Use from four to thirteen weeks 
THE- DESIGNS AND SEALS 
*. DESIGNS -ESPECIALLY SUITABLE FOR’ USE DURING LENT AND SPRING 


Entirely New Designs Designs Seals 
Designs Seals *r2. Rabbit Bunny Rabbits 
30. Aisplane Airplane 13. Collie Dog Collie Pups ~ 
#32. Réhekah Camels *r5. Bluebird Bluebirds 
#33. ‘Elijah ‘ Ravens *r7. Easter Lily Lily Blossoms 
34. Shetland Pony ny *ar. Cherry Blossoms Butterflies 
:» OTHER POPULAR NUMBERS *22. Christ blessing the ~ 
* 4. Little Red Hen . Baby'Chicks ° Children Children 
* Fi Mother Duck ucklings 23. Goldfish Bowl Goldfish 
. Old Woman in the ‘ #28. Noah’s Ark Animals(asso’t’d) 
: - Shoe Boys and Girls 27. Little Ko- _ .. Sheep 
@ Mother Cat Kittens 26. ‘Yachting Scene Yachts 
-20, Apple ‘Iree les 29. Squirrel Squirrels 


Cradle Rolls 


Four beautifully 
Lithographed Designs: 


THE CRADLE DESIGN 
THE SHOE DESIGN 
THE HEART DESIGN 
THE BASKET DESIGN 


Cokesbury Bible Honor Roll 


This sew roll stimulates Bible 
carrying and memory work. Goid . 
stars are awarded to pupils bring- | SI 
ing Bibles and memorizing the ea 5 
Scripture text; silver stars, ‘to }-=.+4- 
pupils who bring their . Bibles see 
but who are unfamiliar with the 
memory text. This is an entirely 
new : design, : beautifully /¢ho- 


graphed in colors. 


Class size,10 cents ; Large size = 
(for 80 names), 50 cents. Li 






ants cut 
* $2.00. 
Cokesbury 

















Class size,8 v 10 inches 


Seals, 15 cents a package of 100 


‘ACH cut out, mounted on heavy 
: board and tied with ribbon; ready’ 
to hang. The Pend 
with space for one baby’s 
name, are miniatures of the 
large design. 

‘Prices : Roll, made ‘up, 
ready for use, with twenty 
miniature pendants, $2.75. 
In kit form, designs and p 


ants, ea 


out, all may to 


mount, complete with ribbons, 


Attendance Roll 


This is an entirely new design, 

beautifully lithographed in 

* colors. - The usual method of 
awarding stars is followed. 


Prices : No. 1, with space for 
24 names quarterly, 30 cents. 


No. 2, with space for 80names 
quarterly or 40 names semi- 
annually, 50 cents. 


ORDER HAMMOND STARS FOR THESE ROLLS! 


The 


Bible World 
Map 


IN FULL COLORS - 
Accurate, substantial, and at- 
tractive, this is one of the best 
Bible maps obtainable today. It 
is really five maps in one, shows 
ing the route of the Exodus, <a: 
Old and New Testament Pales- 


tine, Assyria, Egypt, , 
the Roman Empire 
' (with the Missionary 

ours of Paul 
‘gtumber), and Nort 
Africa. 

Its size, 3x5 feet, 
makes it suitable for 
use in the main 
school and larger de- 
partments. It is 
printed in four colors 
on heavy paper- 
faced map cloth. 


a wiadew shade), $4.50. 


Cokesbury Supplies can be ordered through your own Religious Supply House - 


COKESBURY PRESS, Publishers,Nashviile,Tenn. 





each marked plainly so that all can 














"] SESE maps, pripted in four colors on paper-faced 
map cloth with metal top and bottom with hanger, 
are especially adaptable for class and departmental work. 
Sold ey, 75 cents each; The Set of Five 
Maps, $3.25 (Size 22x28 inches.) 

These maps are-not supplied with spring rollers. 

l..New Testament Palestine. Journeys of Jesus 
os shown and all cities visited by him underscored’ 
tn red. 

i. Old Testament Palestine, showing tribal divi- 
Sions and Cyties of Refuge. 

ul. erp to Canaan, showing route of Exodus. 

iV. The Roman Empire, show ng Paul's journeys, 

followed easily. 








Vv. The Early Bible Lands. 





Map of 
Palestine 
IN FULZ COLORS 


This is a larger and un- 
usually 
map of Palestine. 
is shown in detail—moun- 
tains, valleys, rivers; etc.— 
tribal divisions are clearly 
indicated, Old and New 


(CLASS MAPS IN FULL COLORS 


comprehensive 
Relief 


- Testament names 
and locations are 
carefully noted. 
For the Bible stu- 
dent it is invalu- 
able. 

It is printed in four 

colors on paper-faced 
map cloth; size, 
34x52 inches. 
Prices: On wooden rellers, 
$2.50. On patented spring 
roller (operates like a 
windew shade), $3.00. 
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following God’s Word in our daily lives 
more closely? Think a moment! What 


fident step because of faith in God? What 
is it that keeps us ignorant of the truth 
when we have often heard the truth 
preached and taught? 





WAYSIDE 
SHALLOW 
THORNY ( (GROUND 
GOOD 
WHICH AM I? 











apply this wonderful lesson to other folks, 
and to wish that this one or that one 
would be more responsive to God’s Word, 
or live more in accordance with it. But 
this lesson is a mirror to those of us 
who will be honest with ourselves! I 
am not going to ask you to hold up your 
hands, but as I read slowly a few of the 
verses in the lesson, will you ask your-. 
self whether you are like that, and that, 
and that, and I will ask myself the same 
questions in my own mind as I read. 
(Let the superintendent read from the 
eighteenth verse through the twenty- 
third.) Oh, that we all might be like 
the good ground, hearing the Word and 
understanding it, and bringing forth fruit 
from it in service for the Lord! Let us 
bow our heads and ask him to make our 
lives fruitful in his service, and a bless- 
ing to others all along the way. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
- we 


Lessson Hymns 


“QO How Love I Thy Law.” 
“Moment by Moment.” 

“The Wonderful Story.” 

“Can Others See Jesus in You?” 
“Hide God’s Word in Your Heart.” 
“I Would Be Like Jesus.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 13: 1-23, using 1: 1I- 

9, 18-23, for the lesson. We have 
learned that the rulers were always try- 
ing to find something wrong in the Sav- 
iour’s life and work. Even his mother 
and his half-brothers did not understand 
_ But he kept on teaching the peo- 
ple. 

One day he went out of the house, and 
sat by the side of the sea. Such a great 
multitude came to hear him that he got 
into a boat and talked, while the people 
sat on the\beach and listened to him. “He 
told them stories of things they saw go- 
ing on around them. These stories taught 
lessons about the kingdom of Heaven, 
and are called parables, but the people 
who did not want to learn about the king- 
dom would not understand them. 

This week we study the Parable of 
the Sower. Perhaps few, if any, of the 
children in y ur class have ever seen a 
farmer with a basket of seed grain on 
his arm going-out into the fields throw- 
ing handfuls of the seeds in large circles 
before him. It was a familiar sight to 
the people wh» sat by the sea that day. 
Perhaps you may have a picture that 
will help the class see the farmer sowing 
the seed. ao 

The Lord said that some, of the seeds 
fell on the road or footpath where the 
ground was hard, and the birds came and 


4 picked them up. Some seeds fell on stony 


ground —that is, ground that was not 
very. deep, because of a layer of stone 
under it. 

The seed on stony ground came up 
very quickly, showing a tender green 
blade, but the stone kept the roots from 
going down into the earth where they 
could get. water. So the roots dried up, 
and the tender blade withered and died. 

Some of the farmer’s seed fell among 
thorns. These came up all right, but the 
thorns were much stronger than the 
stalks of grain_and choked them, so that 
they. could not. grow strong and make 
full heads of grain.= .-- 3» - « - 

But we are’ glad that some of the 





It is very easy to.) 


| 


| 
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farmer’s seed fell into good, well-pre- 
pared soil, where the little green blade 


is it that keeps us from acting unselfishly, | came up and grew into a strong stalk, 
from walking through our days with con- | which branched out into a stool, or cluster 


of stalks, because the little roots went 
down deep into the ground and found 


| water and plant food. The stalks kept 


growing stronger and taller, and made 
heavy heads of grain. From some of 
these seeds sown in the good ground the 
farmer got back a hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold, and others thirtyfold. 

The disciples knew that che story taught 
a lesson, and when they were alone with 
the Lord Jesus they asked him what it 
meant. The Lord was glad to tell them. 

He said that some people heard his word, 
and paid no attention to it, and so Satan 


of their hearts. . This, was the seed that 
fell by the wayside, and was picked up 
by the birds. 

Then some people heard his word, and 
received it joyfully. But these people 
did not think what it meant to follow the 
Lord Jesus, and when they heard their 
friends speaking against him, they would 
be ashamed of him, and would go back 
to their sinful way of living. These were 
the seeds that fell on stony ground. 

‘ There. were other people who heard 
his word and received it thoughtfully. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


} By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE PARATILE OF THE SoweR 











came along and snatched the word out - 
















































Lesson. for March 9 





Vital to 
Every Minister 


and Christian 
FOUR unusual and inspiring issues of the 


Moody =. Monthly 


beginning. with the MARCH Number will 
bring to you the addresses. given at the Inter- 
national Fo under's Week Conference, and will 
be deep in inspiration, fascinating in interest, 
and profound in teaching and helpfulness. 


of the confer- 
March Issue wil contain « resime of he Mad. 


ern Science War _on Relision ? The Bias of Hi 
Criticism ; The God That Nobody Knows; Partaki 
of a Lord's Supper Unworthily ; and many others, 
Tr from such men as Kenneth : 
eee Hazard, Solomon Birmbaum, 
Ab John Thomas. 
The Evangelism Number will teem with 
May Issue evenselietic o irit and (ay = articles by 
prominent workers in this Ne fed. 


June Issue will be a Number, with the 


sweetness and instruction of the Holy 
Spirit filling its pages. 
These articles with the general editorial program for 
the year make the MOODY MONTHLY “an “an au- 
thority and a leader in 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY 


The Monthly can serve you monthly with never 
‘failing blessing. 


PASTORS —TEACHERS — 
CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 
Send in pe subseription TODAY to obtain these 


erence addresses and the great feasts of 
spiritual blessing that every issue contains. 


4 Months, 50 cents 
One Year, - $2.00 
Mail your order today to 


MOODY MONTHLY 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 











































investment 
brings me 
greater 
peace of 
mind”’ 


writes one of the many Biola Annui- 
tants—an investor who,is unfailingly 
assured: 

First—a_ satisfying, regularly paid 
income for life, free from the cares 
rad uncertain investments and interest 
losses. 


nh 


Second—the immeasurable joy of 
KNOWING all funds are invested in 
a long_ established institution 


pledged to the definite work of train- 

ing young men and women for Chris- 

tian’ service—an investment return- 

ing rich dividends throughout eter- 
ty. 


It’s a profitable, care-free 
joy-giving investment 


Biola Annuity Bonds 
Tome ut 4% {0 10% 


age | to your age on any amount 
from $100 up—the highest interest 
rates consistent with sound invest- 
ments—eve dollar rigidly safe- 
arded an pecenents | protected 
y the valuable moral and material 
assets of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles. 
The FREE BOOKLET ‘ ‘anf ae 
uity eements ves 
all the we ~~ not Bible lastitute 


ad vo, copy without de- 7 of Los Angeles 


the coupon 
Without obligatien, 
send Booklet AA—to: 





BIBLE INSTITUTE 
OF LOS ANGELES 


540 So. Hope st., / 


Les Angeles, 
Califernia. 





Name: 
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But they had so many other things in 
their heart that it did not have much 
room. In fact, they were so busy trying 
to get rich and enjoy other things that 
they paid little attention to the word, 
and it just perished away. This was the 
little seed among the thorns. 

But there were some who heard the 
word in real earnest. They gave it the 
very best place in their hearts, and it 
grew and brought forth fruit. That is, 
the word made them like the Master, 
helping and blessing others. These are 
the seeds that fell on the good ground. 

Ask the children if they do not think 
the Parable of the ‘Sower is a beautiful 
story, and if they will not receive the 
Master’s word in good and honest hearts. 
Then they shall be “doers of the word, 
and not hearers only” (Memory Verse). 

Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


« - Are you listening to the King? How? 
(1) Carelessly? 

(2) Temporarily? 

-(3) Half-heartedly ? ' 
(4) i Whole-heartedly? 














OR two months now your girls have 

been listening — supposedly — to 
weekly messages about or from our Sav- 
iour-King. It is well to pause this week 
and ask ourselves if we have truly been 
listening to him, and how. We have his 
own example in this, for he paused in 
the very height of his busy public min- 
istry to tell that wonderful little story to 
his supposed listeners—a story that so 


| keenly searches the hearer ‘that it com- 


pels attention, the story of the sower and 
what becomes of his good seed. ‘This i¢ 
one of his parables that we have no dif- 
ficulty in interpreting, for our Lord him- 
self did this for his first listeners, and 
Matthew has recorded his interpretation 
for us. The Lord Jesus declared that 
all his listeners are one of four kinds 
of hearers. Let us ask our girls to place 
themselves in the group in which they be- 
long — now, with all sincerity, and per- 
haps only making this confession to them- 
selves and to the Lord. 

(1) Do they hear carelessly, so that 
the good seed of his Word is forgotten 
before it can take root in their minds 
and lives? Do they forget “what the 
last lesson was about” before they come 
back for the next one? Do they even 
forget today’s lesson before they get 
home to put it into their daily living? 
There are just as many “birds” to take 
away the good seed of God’s Word out 
of our minds today as there were feath- 
ered ones picking up the sowers’ seeds 
in the fields from which Christ drew his 
illustration. Let your girls tell some of 
the distractions that displace the Word 
in their own minds. How about the fool- 
ish, trashy tales they read? The worth- 
less movies with which they fill their 
minds, oftentimes? The self-centered 
concentration on their own dress that 
consumes so many thoughts for so many 
girls? The petty and sometimes “catty” 
gossip girls too easily fall into? Which 
one of your girls will leave your class 
today thinking far more about what some 
other girl said about her, or some cov- 
eted detail of costume she has seen, than 
about this very lesson? 

(2) But sometimes we seem to be 
hearing earnestly ; “the lesson” seems to 
have soaked in, and yet time proves 
that the good seed of the Word was only 
half-planted, 
against the trials and changes life al- 
ways brings. A lesson on the right use 
of Sunday, received with temporary seri- 
ousness, is easily lost in some frivolous 
pleasure jaunt or amusement that very 
afternoon, 

(3) Every teacher—as the Great 
Teacher well knew! —has_ half-hearted 
listeners, whose indifference may not ap- 
pear on the surface but whose heart is 
so divided among many claims that the 
Word will surely be choked before it can 


and so could not stand |'Gi 
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why pay sat 


ROYALTY 
onYour Church School Hymnals @ 


Many books are merely compilations of selections from 
Church Hymnals. 

The purchasers are compelled to pay exorbitant royalties 
for work any one can do with a pair of scissors and a pot of 
paste. Why pay excessive prices for Sunday School Hymnals? 
Let us submit samples of the finest Sunday School Hymn 
Books published. Each contains delightful, attractive, 
specially written music for youth. Each also contains 
the best of tried and true Christian Hymns. 

Contents grouped for all general and'special occasions. 


Fully orchestrated. 


Prices to suit all schools $30.—$40.—$45. She hundred 
according to binding. Why pay $60. to $75? 

Inspection samples sent to Pastors, Sigetticndene or 
Committees. Send postal giving name of Church or School. 
After your selection place your order with your own Pub- 
lication Board. 


Hall-Mack Company, 21st and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Music Co., Western. Selling Agents, 218 S; Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 








the ULTIMATE 






This surpassing collection of stand- 
ard hymns and gospels songs is the 
“ultimate” publication of its kind 
because it includes more varied 
and valuable copyrights than ever 
before assembled in one book. 


Practically every existing song book 
has been analyzed to secure the 
best possible selection with correct 
and singable tunes. 


“Worship and Praise”, full cloth 
binding, gold embossed, $45.00 per 
hundred, not prepaid. Serviceable 
bristol binding, $30.00 per hun- 
dred, not prepaid. Completely or- 
chestrated for eleven instruments. 


Your Church Will Benefit From the Help 
of These Great Books 


—Books valuable in helping keep appropriately the 1900th anniversary of Pentecost 


“Hymns of Praise, Numbers One and Two Combined”, contains an ex- 
tensive selection of songs including all numbers in both “Hymns of Praise” and “Hymns of 
Praise Number Two”. Special cloth, title gold stamped, $60.00 per hundred, not prepaid. 


“Singing Glory”’—a thrilling collection of gospel hymns and songs with a 
keynote of joy for Sunday school festivals, evangelistic 
meetings and young peoples rallies. Ninety-six pages, 
stiff paper binding, $15.00 per hundred, not prepaid. 


“His Last Week”—a booklet indispensable . 


to the pastor in carrying out his pre-Easter program. | 


Contains 291 Musical Numbers. Also 28 
of responsive Readings and Worship lnon, 


Hope Publishing Co.,: 
5703 W. Lake St., Chicago. 


Gentlemen: Please send me 
returnable sample copy of book 
or books as checked below: « 


[] Worship and Praise. 


C) Hymns of Praise. 
Nos. 1 and 2 combined, 


(J Singing Glory. 


ives in interwoven form the Scripture text of the 
Gospel during the last week of our Lord’s life, includ- 
ing the Resurrection. Divided into a day by day narra- 
tive. Per copy, 10c postpaid. 


Mail coupon today for returnable le qb of any or all of 


these helpful boo () His Last Week. 
Order direct frem us and save time. ie ee ae 
HOPE PUBLISHING CO. fi TTT 
Established 1892 BICR  ccndecogagsednbeépaenseseanesse 


5703 W. Lake Street ~~ Chicago, Illinois 
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“Just what 
I have wanted” 


That is what everyone is saying about the 
combination Scofield Bible and Year’s Bible 
Course at $2.95. This wonderful new combina- 
tion of a Bible and a year’s course of study 
provides all the materials needed for an enjoy- 
able, thorough and profitable year’s work with 
the Bible. NOW is a fine time to start. 


A Year’s Bible Course s63%.95 
anda Seofield Bible both for 2 


These two volumes offer you the most practical, the most help- 
ful and the cheapest Bible study equipment obtainable today. 

THE SCOFIELD BIBLE is a strongly bound cloth edition 
containing the hefps that have made this Bible famous every- 
where. A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE contains 52 lessons based - 
on the helps in the Scofield Reference Bible, with hundreds of 
questions, many charts and maps. 


If you prefer a larger type Bible, the combination is $3.75 


Home Bible Study 


How often we long to understand the Bible 
better. How often we wish we could have 
the help of someone who could make clear the 
obscure passages. Here at last is a Bible in 
which the difficult passages are explained right 
on the pages where they occur. With this éx- 
ceptional Bible you also obtain a tested plan 
of study enabling you to secure all the adyan- 
tages of class study in your own home at con- 
venient times. hy not order today while 
you think of it, so that you, too, may enjoy 
the benefits of these volumes. 


AT ALL BOOKSELLERS OR FROM THE PUBLISHERS 
UNIVER PR 
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bear fruit. The Teacher himself named | address, by ordering: from The Sunday 
the things that most commonly choke his | School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
seed, “the worry of the world and the | teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

delight of being rich,” as it may be trans- 1. What did the Lord Jesus do in or-! 


lated. Which of your girls is not open 

to such smothering influences as these? prot pb gees 2s pS cgi og — 
(4) But surely you have some whole- 2. Why did he teach by parables? ¢ 

hearted listeners who do receive the . What was it in this Parable of the 

Word, and, understanding At, keep it in Py th that varied? 

the good soil of an undivided heart, so 4. What coumined constant under ‘all’ 

that one day it will bear the hundredfold : 

harvest. Let your girls that have ears 


so hear 5. Applying Christ’s own interpretation 


to the parable, for what condition are 


Home Study men responsible when the Word is taught 


“Hearing the Word of the King” may | or preached? 

be your heading for the notes of this 6. What things in our lives may con- 
week, with the sub-headings as listed | tribute to a wayside, or stony, or thorny 
above. Then honestly write your own | condition in our hearts? 


name in the class you know you belong . How may these be changed to good 
to, with a list of those things that most rat é = ie 


easily trip you in your “hearing” of the w 
Word, so that you may pray definitely 
Say, Fellows— 


against them, 
Rasun Gap, Ga. 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Pilate’s great question. 
Discussion: The discussion time could 
HE answers to the following ques- ue be well invested naming the “thorns” 
tions will be found in the issue of —the various distractions that “choke 
CHRISTIAN YoUTH containing this les- the word” and prevent growth and fru- 
son. The answers are not numbered and|} ‘0? : 
listed like the questions, but are all in- Objective: Keeping the seed, that we 
cluded in one part or another of the|| ™¥ have-seed to sow. 
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the conditions mentioned? r 








interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young bloodthirsty Jews, “What shall I do 
people published by The Sunday School | then with Jesus?” he little realized what 
Times Company. Classes are discovering | a momentous question he had raised. No 
the interest and practical value of home- | man ever did, nor ever will, ask so im- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of | portant a question. Pilate fell on the 
CurisTIAN YoutH in the hands of every-| wrong side of it; he allowed the Lord 
member of the class, while the teacher | Jesus to be taken from him and crucified, 


ScHoot TIMEs. into the hands of his enemies, and in that 


paper, you can try it for ten weeks for | precious to his soul. Secular history tells 





“I prefer American Bible 
Society bonds before 


OXFORD Ess 
824 Fitth Avenue, ° New York, N. Y¥. 
many others, first and fore- 
most because they are an 


Words of Pra ise Bon Seach ee 


for a Plan that \ sess sss 
Aistributes the 


ary agency. We like your 
> o 
’ “The satisfaction that I 
can help to aid the Gospel 
(@) r Oo Oo message and that the work 
will continue perhaps long 


promptness in remittance.’’ 
. after I haye gone gives me 


pleasure.’ 





+ 


““One attractive feature of 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment is that it pays a g 
substantial income to the 
Annuitant as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
promptly.” 





rc 
“The thing most gratifyin, 
to me is the soos 


that after I am gone my 
money will still be at 
work. That is, it means 
Gormanence of Gospel 
roclamation.”’ 


fe 

“I am now past seventy- 
One, and have money in- 
vested in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
iety; but the income from 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.’” 


+ 


“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can havea 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
best investment I have ever 
made.”’ 
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F COURSE you will want 
to attend the World s Fun- 
damentals Convention at Los 
Angeles June 8 to 14, 1930. 
There, amid the exquisite sur- 
roundings of spring in sunny 
California, you will find new 
ene gy with which to carry on 
His work and to spread His 
teachings 
‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
has arranged an inexpensive and delight- 
ful tour of Christian good fellowship in 
order to make it easy for all to attend the 
convention. 





Worlds Fundamentals Convention 
official Sunday School Times Party 


One way we will travel by 
sea through the Panama Canal 
on the magnificent new S. S, 
Pennsylvania. Return made by 
rail after spending nearly two 
weeks in California. We will 
visit Havana, Panama, San 
Diego, San Francisco, Yose- 
mite, Riverside, Los Angeles, 
Catalina, Grand Canyon, Colo- 
tado Springs, Pikes Peak, 
Kansas City, Chicago, and New York. 

Sightseeing at every stop. 

Best hotels with bath. 


A Memorable 36-Day Tour Sailing $ 49 5° 


from New York May 17. Outside Rooms. All Expenses 








The cost is practically the same 





from your home town and return 
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Simmons Tours 


1328 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 














In ordering goods, or in making ing 


uiry concerning anything advertised 


in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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A Life Annuity Contract with the 
Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE provides: 


1. Sound security for your investment. 
? A satisfactory rate of income for life. 


3. Promptly paid income returns ranging from 4 to 10%, conditioned 
upon your age, payable annually or semi-annually: 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
- of Annuities, Dept 8834 
153 Institute Place 
Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, 11. 


How I may secure generous and assured income during my 
life, and 
How I may provide for a survivor. 


1 Date of Birth 
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Christian Institution, whose Bible- 


INVITE YOUR INQUIRY 


Without obligation on my part, please tell me 


State....... 


— hahah hhhhhhhahahbhb hb bb bebe AAAAAAAAAAAAASL 


... Survivor's Date of Birth......,......c000 











Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 2) 


1. Christ stated that Malachi’s prophecy 
that Elijah was to come before the Messiah 
had been fulfilled in John the Baptist’s work 
(Mal. 4:5; Matt. 11: 11-14). 

2. This chapter and the next in Matthew 
record Christ as referring in full serious- 
ness and literalness to “the day of judg- 
ment” for both cities and men (Matt. 11: 
24; 12: 36, 48 42). . 

3. Christ alludes to Jonah’s three days in 
the belly of the whale as a part of history, 
exactly as he alluded to Solomon and the 


visit of the queen of Sheba (Matt. 12: 38- 
42). 
4. In Matthew 12:14 Matthew speaks 


for the first time of the plot of the Phari- 
sees to kill Christ. 


5. Though his manner of knowing this 
is not revealed, Christ did “perceive” this 
plot, says Matthew, and went straight on with 
his ministry of mercy as before, only trying 
to keep down notoriety as far as possible 
by asking those whom he healed not to pub- 
lish it abroad, that he might not be inter- 
fered with before he was ready to lay down 
his life (Matt. 12: 14-16). 

6: Because it contains but a small amount 
of the teaching of Christ concerning him- 
self. 

7. His second coming. 

8. His sacrificial atonement. 

9. Personal. 

10. The question asked: “Is Jesus the 
arty or do we look for another ?” 

. (1) The Holy Spirit teaches us (John 
16: cP 14); (2) The Word of God shows 
us (John 5:39); (3) The work that is 
being done now ~~ faith in his name 
(John 5: 36; 14: 

12. See aside 13: 54-58. The power 
of the Lord Jesus was (in effect) limited by 
the fact that his own people were unable 
or unwilling to see in him more than a man. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 9 


Why and How Win Others to Christ? 
(Isa. 61: 1-3; Rev. 22: 17) 





Mon.—Men are lost (John 3: 16). 
Tues.—Wasted lives (Eph. 2: 1-7). 


ances = ot 


FEBRUARY 22, 1930 





Sunday School Quarterlies 


AND PAPERS 


FOLLOWING THE INT. UNIFORM 
LESSON TOPICS 


A Full LINE 


BEGINNING WITH CRADLE ROLL 
TO THE HOARY HEAD 
Cradle Roll Weekly Paper 
Open Paper the Size of .a Man’s Hand 


TO 
PRIMARY CLASS 


TO 
JUNIOR CLASS 


TO 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S CLASS 


TO 
ADULT CLASS 
AND TO OLDER PEOPLE'S 


Sunday School Papers for Six Different 
Ages. Also Full Line of Quarterlies. 


Anyone interested send for particulars. Address 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, CLEVELAND, OHIO 











Unequaled Values 
Special Discounts 


Field Secretaries, Purchasing ~‘y “ for ree 
organizations operating foreign 

countries can secure guaranteed apse mer- 
direct from us, with special wholesale 

discounts on orders for their stations. 

Mission Boards can save money by ordering 

all their equipment from our 

Wholesale 








Missionaries should write us about their needs. 
10% os cash di on all | orders of 
$50.00 or more cdeued from our general 
catalogue. 





Our catalogue for 1930 No. 112 FREE to 
missionaries upon request. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
Missionary Bureau, Chicago, U. S. A. 





Wed.—Conversational evangeiism (Acts 
8 : 26-35). 
Thurs.—Winning by Christlikeness (Acts 
16 : 22-33). 
Fri.—Winning by simplicity (1 Cor. 2: 
) 


1-8). 
Sat.—Winning by witnessing (Acts 1 : 8). 











Why should we feel concern for others? 

What does “winning others to Christ’ 
mean? 

What influence have our own lives in win- 
ning others? 


N ONE of Stewart Edward White’s 

books he tells the story of “The Cata- 
clysmic Cat.” The scene is one of the 
straits that lie between the west coast ‘of 
Alberta and the scattered islands off 
shore. Navigation in these straits is ex- 
tremely dangerous at certain times of the 
day, for at the turn of the tides huge | 
whirlpools and eddies form as the water 
sweeps through narrow channels. A few 
minutes before one of these fierce swirls 
was about to begin, a young man, who 
had been sitting on a dock swinging his 





feet, spied a black cat out in the middle 
== 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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If there is a teacher or preacher i in your 
HW neignborhood who rejects parts of the Li 
| will make more trouble 
for him than any 20 cents worth of paper 
and ink you ever read. 
(one of 11 cartoons) is worth the 


We have 5 other books—“ Jocko-Homo 
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Lesson for March 9 








These Lepers Live in a Cave 


For the Christ Child there was NO;ROOM 
in the dwellings of men. In the name of 
Him who commanded us to "’ cleanse the lep- 
ers,” let us remember these others against 
whom, men have closed their doors—the 
world’s friendless lepers. 


$40 Will Rescue 
one of the “‘least.of these,’’ giving him food, 


clothing, medical care, ahd a Christian home 
for an entire year. 


Will you provide a week, a month, or a year 
of such tare? 


eee cee eal 
- 


FLEMING H. REVELL, Treasurer 

The American Mission to Lepers, Inc. 

156 Fifth Avenue, Room 1120 A, 

New York City. 
In response to Christ’s command, I enclose my 
ift of $. . 


. » for the lepers of this and other 
nds. 
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J re You This Person? 


Christian man (or woman) ; age,18-60(say) ; li incity 
or town; free all or part o! dey: heal pas ed 
pelin own or nearby 


in spirit; eager to promote the G 
community; ng fair remuneration. 


If So, We Need YOU? 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
~ subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

. $2.00—One copy, or any number of 
cepies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
-One copy, five -years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or. more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package te ene 
address, $1:50 each, per year.. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for. postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 58 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 


, others for Christ. 


of the strait, adrift on a piece of timber. 
It was crying piteously as it floated out 
to certain death. Debating a moment, 
the man jumped into a small rowboat 
and fought his way to the doomed ani- 
mal and rescued it. He came within a 
hair’s breadth of losing his own life, as 
the tide caught his boat and swirled it 
helplessly about in a whirlpool. Yet he 
was willing to take the chance for the 
sake of a dumb animal in distress. 


$e 

Perhaps some of us have risked injury 
os death for the sake of a dog or-a horse 
in danger or for one of our friends in 
peril. What then is wrong with us when 
it comes to the matter of -winning othérs 
for Christ? Is it, perhaps, that we do 
not really believe that all without him 
are eternally lost. : 

Can we not believe what God says 
about it? Turn to Romans 3 and read, 
“There is none righteous, no, not one 
. .« they are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one” (vs. 10, 12). “For all have sinned, 
and come ‘short of the glory of God” 
(v. 23). “For the wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23); “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). The death 
spoken of here is not death of the body 
but death of the soul, which we call the 
second death. It means eternal separa- 
tion from God, a state of conscious suf- 
fering and loss forever. 

Should not these verses stab us awake 
to an overwhelming concern for those 
in our own homes, in our classes at 
school, in our offices, and even in our 
Sunday-school, who, so far as we know, 
are without Christ and without hope? 
Dare we show less concern over their 
eternal death than we would feel for th 
physical death of a dumb animal? . 


% 

As we turn.to our Scripture lesson .we 
cannot but be impressed with the twofold 
message. It is a message of pardon and 
deliverance and News, but it is 
also a message of judgment. These words 
were spoken of the Lord Jesus, but they 
apply to us, for he himself said, “As 
thou hast sent me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them into the world.” 
Our message then is to be one of par- 
don and deliverance for all who will ac- 
cept God’s cure for sin. But it must also 
be a message of judgment for all those 
who refuse. God’s glorious invitation is 
that whosoever will may come and take 
the water of life freely. But he holds 
out no assurance, save that of eternal 
death, to those who will to refuse. 

4 

Let us never get the mistaken notion 
that concealing this side of the transac- 
tion will help win others to Christ. We 
are criminally negligent if we conceal 
from them the awful truth of the con- 
sequences of a refusal to accept him. 

Me 

What does it mean to win others to 
Christ? What does it mean to win a 
football or. basketball game? It means 
to give every ounce of strength and to 
stretch every nerve until the final whistle 
blows, doesn’t it? We would not hope to 
win in any other enterprise in the man- 
ner that some of us go about winning 
If as Christians we 
put half the zeal and energy and endur- 
ance into soul winning that is put ihto 
common everyday: sports this old world 
would be evangelized in one generation. 

Somehow, in winning others for Christ, 
we get the notion that our job is done 
if we simply bring them to church with 
us once or twice or invite them to. our 
young people’s society, or perhaps ‘give 
them a Testament. Why is it that we are 
afraid to speak plainly, and yet lovingly, 
in the matter that concerns eternity? 

Perhaps one reason is. the lack “of evi- 
dence in our-own lives that we consider 
belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ of 
first importance. All too often our deeds 
speak so loudly that our words aré not 
heard. 

we a 

This brings us back to the first verse 
of our Scripture lesson where Isaiah, 
speaking prophetically of the Lord Jesus, 
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The Business End of a Sunday School 


For thirty-six years the. Hammond Publishing Company has been studying ways and 
means of bringing everyday business methods and efficiency into the operation of the 
Sunday School. ‘The results of this experience are incorporated into a 72-page illustrated 
booklet which will be sent free to any address on request. 





Sunday School records can and should be kept: with a minimum of time and effort, 
and a maximum of accuracy and efficiency. The Hammond Card System will do this. 
Rewards: should be appropriate, attractive and: economical. Several such systems are 
described in the booklet.. One or more Bibles should be in every home, and a plenti- 
ful’ supply in evéry Sunday School... The booklet describes the: most popular editions 
of all publishers, at prices ranging from 90 cents up. Literally hundreds of items are 
illustrated in the special sectians deveted to Memory Work supplies, Hand Work supplies, 
Gift Books, Children’s Books, Gummed Paper Novelties, Wall Charts and all depart- 
ments, of the Sunday. School from the Cradle Roll to the Home Department. 


A special..Easter and Vacation Supplement describing Easter Music and Gift Cards, 


Vacation Bible School supplies and items of general interest, is now on the press and will 
be mailed to all inquirers. Write for your copies today. 


_. The Hammond Publishing Company 
49 East Wells Street: Dep’t. 12, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 














In ordering goods, or in maktrig inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser; 
by stating that you. saw,the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 











Easter Memorials 


Pulpit Bible Book Marks 


We suggest as a suitable Easter Memorial to your church one of our 
attractive Pulpit Bible Book Marks. They are made of the best quality 
grosgrain ribbon with 2%- inch gold fringe on both ends. Furnished 
with or without emblems. 3 inches wide. Made in White, Red, Green, 
Black, and Purple. Specify color ribbon wanted when ordering. 
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When we get to the place where we are 
willing to let the Holy Spirit utterly get 
control of us we shall not be timid or 
backward in talking about Christ to 
others, and in following up our words by 
prayer and evident concern until that one 
shall be won. 


Perhaps in thinking of this topic we 
need to emphasize the words “to Christ,” 
that we may be guarded asainst winning 
others to ourselves. It is possible to be 
so agreeable and thoughtful of others that 
they ‘shall be won to us rather than to 
the Lord Jesus. Winning others to our- 
selves means nothing in so far as their 
future welfare is concerned. Only as the 
Holy Spirit dominates our lives and so 
hides us behind the person of the Lord 
Jesus himself can we be safeguarded 
against this temptation. 

bd 


Shall we not then humbly ask God to 
fill us with his Spirit and to keep us a 
clean and open channel that he can use 
to win others to Christ? 

b 4 

How many have I won for Christ this 
year? 

What is hindering God from using me to 
win others? 

_Am I willing to let him sweep aside every 
hindrance and make me a real soul winner? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: Would you kindly an- 
swer this question for me? If a Protestant 
confesses his sins to God, repents, and asks 
forgiveness, is he as worthy in God’s sight 
to partake of the Holy Communion and for- 
given as much as the Roman Catholic that 
confesses his sins to the priest before Com- 
munion? 


Y DEAR GIRL: There is remis- 

sion of sins through the blood. of 
Jesus Christ and in nothing else. No 
priest, no preacher, nothing but the blood 
of Christ can make us worthy to come 
to God. God accepts us and forgives us 
for Christ’s sake and his alone. Forget 
everything else and trust in the precious 
blood of Christ, and then come to the 
Communion and drink the’ wine and eat 
the bread in remembrance that the Lord 





Jesus died for you, as he told us in I 


SCHOOL TIMES 


Corinthians 11:24: “Take, eat: this is 
my body, which is broken for you: this do 
in remembrance of me.’ And the same 
with the wine, it must be done in remem- 
brance of him who washes away our 
sins. Man has no influence to make us 
| worthy; that must be done by the one 
selected by God, and that one is his only 
begotten Son. Aren’t you glad? It is 
done “once for all,” as we are told in 
Hebrews 10: 10-12. 

The days for sacrifices of the blood of 
animals have passed, and the prayers of 
priests have go~>, and we now come to 
God by his Son and through his merits, 
and we are accepted by God for his Son’s 
sake, and through hi 1 we become worthy 
to take of the Holy Communion. No 
works of men, no ablution of water,. rio 
laying on of hands, no human words can 
give us this power to become his child, 
nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ, 
and through that we have a wide open 
door to his presence, and we can eat and 
drink “in remembrance of him.” “For 
as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
he come” (1 Cor. 11: 26). 


Why should I start at the plow of my 
Lord, that maketh the deep furrows on 
my soul? I know he is no idle husband- 
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A book of songs, recitations, drills, pantomimes, etc, 
EASTER SPECIALS; No. 6—25 cents 
Five special numbers for "teen age. 
SUNRISE IN THE GARDEN—Pageant. 25 cents 
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“message. : 
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EASTER PRAISES. 25 cents, $2.00 a dozen 
A special service for Children’s Division only. 
THE CALL TO PRAISE 
Children’s Division Hymnal is pronounced the most 
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For Family Worship \ 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


March 3 to 9 


Mon.—Matthew 13: 1-9. 

The Parable of the Sower. 
A parable is a “comparison,” The 
growing mon-receptivity of his teaching 
by Israel led our Lord to this method 
and -away from the earlier directness 
used in the Sermon on the Mount, for | 
instance, where he employed largely the | 
pedagogical principles of statement, illus- 
tration, and application. A parable is a 
gold mine with the treasure well under 
the surface. The truth has to be dug out. 
From his seat in the bow of the boat, | 
the great Teacher may have pointed to 
the patient husbandman on a distant hill- | 





6¢ET WAS in connection with the Sun- 
day-school of a certain Canadian 
church,” writes a Sunday-school worker, 
“that I gave my first stereopticon ad- 
dress some twelve or thirteen years ago. 
I was an untrained Sunday-school teacher 
at the time, and when asked to give an 
illustrated talk to the older boys and 
girls in place of the regular lesson, I 
gladly consented. I was at liberty to 
choose my own subject, securing the slides 
from the denominational depository. 
Since then much of my time and effort 
have been given to stereopticon work.” 
That worker has discovered that curi- 
osity can be put to good use. People 
are always ready to look at unusual ob- 
jects. Storekeepers know this, so they 
have their display windows. Newspapers 
hang up lines of striking photographs 
in their front windows just to attract 
people’s attention, and where a moving 
press is visible, there is always a group 
gathered to watch it. Railroad and steam- 
ship lines display photographs and paint- 
ings of mountains, lakes, and coast lines 
just to get people to travel. Motion 
picture companies are making fortunes 
every week by giving the public exciting 
and rapidly changing scenes that are 
full of action. 
Although this desire to look at things 
is sometimes abused, it can also be taken 
advantage of for the very highest pur- 
pose. Object lessons are more quickly 
grasped and make a more lasting impres- 
sion than any other sort. Stereopticon 
slides are a form of object lesson. The 
fact that they are shcwn in a darkened 
room heightens their effect, for the ordi- 
nary distractions are excluded and the 
attention is centered on one object. Chil- 
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A hymna! program in the morn- 

ing, old favorites at sundown, 
curfew at night—the sweet, ling- 
ering, eagerly - awaited voice 
from the belfry that brings pas. 
prestige and . influence to. 
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today and:tbmorrow at : Lhour a 
e rogram of Chimes music fills the air! The Voice of the 
Ehurch—the M . 


lemorial! ‘Sublime. : 
Price, $4875 and up. Full details on request. ( 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc., 183 Deagan Building, Chicago 


Boys and Girls 

We'll give you $1.00 in cash 
and a free eversharp Rite Rite 
mechanical pencil with a clip, 


lead and eraser for selling ten 
of our beautiful mottoes. 


Clip this notice and mail it to 
us to get the free interesting 
plans, State your name, age 
and address. Thousands of 
boys and girls and even grown 
folks, are now selling for us. 
Write us today. 
GOSPEL TRUMPET OO. 
Dept. Anderson, In 





dren and young peopte are glad to come 
j}to an illustrated lecture because they 
know they will see something different 
| every few minutes, 

Bible teaching supplemented by stere- 
opticon slides is doubled in value. The 
Old Testament descriptions of the desert 
wanderings of the patriarchs and the 
children of Israel will become more vivid 
when pictures of Bedouin tents, camel 
caravans, and monotonous stretches of 
desert sand are shown on the screen. 
How much clearer will be the scene de- 


scribed in John 4, where the Lord Jesus | 


talked with the woman at the well, ‘after 
one has seen a picture of Oriental women 
drawing water at a welll, The tenth 
chapter of John, the Shepherd chapter, 
is dear to most Christians. Wouldn’t it 
mean even more to them if they could 
see clear slides of a sheepfold in the 
Palestine hills, and a shepherd caring for 
his flock? One would not soon forget 
the story of the miraculous draft of fish, 
found in John 21, if he had seen it illus- 
trated with pictures of fishermen and their 
nets and boats on Galilee. 





side, with the features of Oriental tillage 
so accurately described here before’ the 
very eyes of the listening multitude. 
PraYER SuGcestTions: ‘Pray for men 
for the work in six of the ten stations 
of the Egypt General Mission (106 High- 
bury, New Park, N. 5; London, Eng.) 
where there are horte; for another motor 
car at Shebin— part of the cost has al- | 
ready been given; for. the translation.and | 
distribution of Scriptures forall. needs. : °| 





Tues.—Matthew 13 : 18-23... 
The Meaning .of «the: Parable. 


The field is the world, not the Church. | 
The sowers are preachers and teachers; | 
the seed is the Word of God. The pith | 
of this parable is the.soils. The receptiv- | 
ity of the Gospel depends upon the con- | 
dition of the soil: There is lack ‘of 
softness on the wayside; lack of depth 
on story ground; lack of moisture and | 
room to grow in thorn-rooted .ground — | 
cares, prosperity, and alien loves starving | 
the sprouting truth. How profoundly wise.| 
our Lord’s description of the “deceitful- 


(Continued on page 120) | 





Church Equipment Service 
Stereopticon and Motion Picture Equipment 


All of these scenes and hundreds of 
other . wonderful pictures, illustrating 
well-known Bible scenes, are available 
for any church or Sunday-school. They 
do not have to be bought, for concerns 
making stereopticons also rent slides. 
There is a wide choice of slides, and, they 
are described in catalogues and booklets 
that may be had for the asking. A large 
percentage of the slides now used are 
colored. The Sunday-school worker 
quoted above, in writing of stereopticon 
talks; said: “As. far as possible, colored 
slides should be used, and the deeper: 
and more brilliant the colors, the better 
pleased the audience will be. . Poor slides 
are an offerise to any audience.” And he 
speaks out of more than twelve years’ 
experience. 
One concern makes portable stere- 
opticon that is capable of projecting a 
clear twelve-foot picture at any distance 
up to eighty feet from the screen. The 
equipment includes a permanently - set 
lamp, requiring no adjustment, a precision 
lens, easily focused, and all connections, 
ready to operate.. An attachment can 
also be bought for this machine for the 
showing of film slides in addition to the 
regular glass slides. The same ‘concern 
also makes a device that can be attached 
to the stereopticon which converts it into 
a spotlight in .which the colors can be 
changed. se :' 
Another concern makes a-machine that 
allows the operator. .to. shew slides, photo- 
graphs, the pages of a book, postcards, or 
film slides, with a special film:attachment. 
Tours to the ‘Holy. Land at low;rates have 
become popular in recent years, and pas- 
tors and Sunday-school workers who 
make pictures: on these trips are always 
glad of an opportunity to show them when 
they return. 
through the modern stereopticon.and pro- 
jecting devices. ; 
Several concerns are making motion 
picture machines .especially designed for 
church and Sunday-school use. ‘This does 
not mean that plays. andicomedies ‘pro- 
duced by professional actors need “be 
shown. 
the people in Palestine and other: valuable 
travel pictures are available today,’-and 
these may well used to supplement 
Bible study. 


is fortunate enough to possess a motion 
picture camera,: how: glad+-he- would be 
to show the folks at home a completed 
record of his trip. 

A valuable and important part of 
church and Sunday-school equipment to- 
day is the stereopticon or motion picture 
outfit. Information will ‘gladly be fur- 
nished if requests are addressed to 
Church Equipment Service, in care The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 








North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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ness” of riches! But good grotnd is 
loamy, deep, and weed-free, and has three 
degrees of varying fruitfulness. The 
sower must sow regardless of soil condi- 
tions, though deep-plowing is important. 
This is the key parable to the others in 
the chapter. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Latin-American Evangelization Campaign 
(Mr. Edw. A. Steele, Treasurer, 124 
North Fifteen Street, Philadelphia) ; for 
God’s blessing upon ‘all who were saved 
tm its theater and tent. campaigns, such 
as that of Mr. Strachan in Chile last 
year ; for. Spirit-filled men to be raised 
wp to assist im these campaigns; for the 
comple buildings in Costa Rica; 
for nur. 7 house-to-house visitation; 
for the w eed circulation at the Latin- 
American igeee cr (fift¥-cents a year). 


Wed.—Luthe. 21 : 29636. 
The Peril of Prp-Oceupetion. 
One of Satan’s prevailing devices is to 
fill the mind >with “the lusts of other 
things” (Mark 4: 19), more or less irino- 
cent of t €s, putting novels, news- 
papers, sogial Events, housekeeping, busi- 
ness, and what not, in an , te propor- 
tion place jn the life; so one, gets 
no meanitg. at, all from the budding fig 
tree — the sign of Israel’s return to! its 
land as ingpoatias the near return of ‘the 
Lord. Su ristian. will. stand f fruit- 
less and ashamed before our’ Lord at’ his 


coming. 
PRAY Pray for @ bur- 


ER ‘SUGGESTIONS * 
den of prayer to fall up whan 


group; for @ realisation- a aed the 
Spirit to geome upon gl lt home fell 
workers that they need @ home od the 


Holy Spirit for prayer. as well as 
fruitful service. 
Thurs.—Zechariah 8-14, 
Peril of Refusing to Hear. 
A New Ragland’ ; climbed @ tree, 
determined to see th of sal- 
vation under the. 


for 







































the preacher say. “ii 
hear, let him hear.” ,; 


a New Testament a 


mission wo 
have been tri; 
in heart in 
convert in ¢ 
sion recently 
that where Base tide grees ah 


much more abound ~~ 
Fri—Luke M4 + 25-35.  geumting ! €o 
The odds aré two to one’ ns 
the warfare of: salvation, $9 
power of the.énemy. ‘may> bee 
with human stremgth ahdewill pat 
our Lord at Calvary regainéd>wi 
lost, and cone the cost. with tiga, 
ting him m pe seca: dor aaa 


yield utterly Wy that’ is nin i dt ‘ 









is greater th 
PRAYER Suggnstiqs ss .P 2 


the revival in North Rhodesia; for evan- 
gelism in Zululand; for all the converts ; 
for all needs. 4 
Sat.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
Delight in God’s Commandments. 
“In John 13:17 our Lord says that if 
we know his commandments, blessed are 
we if we do them. Now link this up with 
John 14:21. There he says if we keep 
(or do) his commandments he will mani- 
fest himself to us. Thus the supreme and 
precious blessing of the personal manifes- 
tation of Jesus Christ’s presence in our 
hearts is conditional upon our doing his 
will. How mysterious and incomprehen- 
sible do we make this conscious presence 
of Christ in our hearts to be! Yet how 
simple, clear, and comprehensible does our 
Lord make it!”"—James H. McConkey, 
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in “The Blessing of Doing” (free from Bible, but a chest of gold- rings. 


the Silver Publishing Se 1013 Bes- 
semer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
PRAYER . SUGGESTIONS: 
Salvation Army and its new opportunity | 
to open Christian work among the con- 
victs of the Devil's Island penal colony 
in French Guiena. It is the rarest thing 
in the world for the prisoner there ever 
to get away. Human hope is a stranger 


i _{sehn 14:6). 


is 


is in jesus” 


And in ; 


this passage are a few of them. Clearly | for Chicago. 
| Solomon means by wisdom he who is the | 
Pray for the | truth, as our Lord declared himself to 
In Ephesians 4: 21, 


1 speaks not of the truth as it is in 


Howl as #f it were to be contrasted with 
the truth as it is in other teachers, but 


declaring that “the truth 


of Nazareth, the truth, all 


(Lesson for Marci: 9) FEBRUARY 22, 19 





| Pacific Expedition of National Histo 
In the very. heart of th 
island they discovered -a people, whic 
they claim to be of @ stone-ane civilize 
tion, who never before seen a whi 
man. They are said to be “savage « 
rimitive, wearing few clothes and 

5 hie bird-of- es? feathers stuck 
their wooll 


> 


there. 


truth. Have we accepted the Truth for 


roe . 





Sun.—Proverbs 3: oe 
The Supremacy 


Matthew Henry says Proverbs is not | tribe 
¢ Gales ale Wie on cen Wacken te 


of Wiedem. 





salvation, and guidance, and service? 


Praver Succestions : Pray for pioneer 
missionaries to be. raised up to go to a 
of human souls hitherto unknown, 
discovered in New Guinea by the Crane 


Faith is to beli 
and the rewa 





aE 


Eee in the Dever “wr a. 























26. Bible Markings. 

27. Graph of the Prodigal Sea. 

28. Principles and Best Methods 
of Bible Stedy. 

29. Messianic Stars. 

30. Concordance. 
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and praisers of the Chain Reference Bible. 

recommended it to their readers as the very best. 
Now this Bible that won such acclaim has been wonderfully improved. New 

features have been added-to’ make it more helpful. a a 

of its unique features will convince you that this is the most 


Wher ‘They See How Mach More 


Helpful It Is Than Others 


why it is becoming the fastest-selling Reference Bible. 


F Every Minister Needs It 
< Surely if anyone needs a tapid working Bible 
with real: practical helps it is the man who is de- 
voting his fife to the inspiration of others. 
only does he need quick and comprehensive helps 
a for the preparation of his sermon gt so often 


>4¥ called on to find just 


p hte right Scripture pas- 


Sages in mutters of 
stress, sadness, and. the 
personal perplexities of 


a fehis parishioners. In the 


Rew Chain Reference 


ble he virtually has in 
% single handy volume 


substance of a great 


= Bey Biblical Reference 


rks. No longer need 
his desk be littered with 
s of reference, exe- 
esis, and commentary. 
Ministers are among 
the greatest boosters of 
this unique work. No 


p scholar is too learned to 


| find it useful. 


ts: ease skillet thes hEvery Teacher Needs It 
MO 8 ne ee a Bible Teachers and Sunday School Teachers fol- 
: Whe} low this calling not for personal gain or glory, 
t they may do those they teach the most 
* Most teachers are extremely busy people, 
Ethe hours of preparation that are required of 
Bem are usually taken from something else, 
«Phe New Chain Reference Biti#le not only lessens 
this preparation time but suppliés new items of 
interest which increases the attendance in their 
classes and effectiveness of their teaching. 


Needed in Every: Christian Home 
Christian Parents are ever perplexed 
the young people 
interested in the Bible and thin 
Many have found the New 
ence Bible to be the solution of this prob- 
lem. The various chain§ that lead through 
the Bible invariably supply a new interest 
Also practically 
every subject of family or community in- 
terest is contained in the comprehensive 


just how they can keep 


almost akin to a game. 


helps. 


B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE COMPANY 


Desk S 2-205, Meridian Life Building, - - 
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Christian Representatives Wome 


EARN MONEY 


Many Kirkbride Representatives nad iad 
making $10.00 to $150.00 a week according to A 
the amount of time devoted to the work, and 
ability. This new Improved edition will be 
easier than ever before to sell and salesman’s 
earning will be larger. Sales made by mail 
are creditéd to salesmen in their territory. 
It cannot be purchased in stores. 


RENDER A CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
No one but earnest Christians need apply 
The selling of the Chain.-Reference ’ Bible “is~{ 
distinctly a service for our Lord and Master. | 
sihce it helps others better to know His will 
and> teachings. ee 
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ie s 








- Indianapolis, Indiana 


- 


shows just hay 
Bible readt 
are not familt 
Bible and want 
tures, you o' 







Don’t delay. 


will help you. 


Bible. in good condition. 


spiritual. 
ain -Refer- 


ality. 


ADDRESS......---+6- 
CITY AND STATE .....-. 





_Simplifier. 


Practically all of the great Christian leaders in the last decade have been users 
Many of the strongest publications aire 


A few minutes’ inspection 
i Bible published and show 


Students Find It Jedescinahis 
To become a*good student is a difficult under- 
taking. It. fequiirés taxing the brain and memory 
., f6, thie litnit. Naturally the more complicated the 
“method of study, fhe more laborious it is and the 
less is retained ffom it® For studerits of the Bible, 
_the New 


Chain Refer- 
ence Bible is a great 
Not only 


dees it “great 


. Highways” through the 
4 Sagetares but reveals 


truths that are hid- 
den»to the average per- 


- Bow and ante a fascina- 


tion.to the study that 


_brifigs both a delight of 
“accomplishment , 


and 
knowledge. 


Get This Book 
The space on this page 
is much too small to do 
justice to this most help- 
ful Bible. We have pre- 
pared, however, a de- 
scriptive booklet in two 
colors that describes 
each.of the features and 


Chain Reference 


“the most out of the Scrip- 
"yourself to get this free book. 


Send Coupait’ ‘Now 


If you, want to be a- Kirkbride 
representative reserve ¢ your térritory before sore 
one élse secures the exclusive rights to your com- 
munity. If you are interested in buying a Bible 
also act While ‘you realize how much this Bible 
If you are not satisfied with 
purchase after you have examined it for 5 days, 
your money will be refunded on return of the 


our 











B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE COMPANY 
Desk S 2-205. Meridian Life Building, indianapolis, Ind. 


= Send me free of charge a copy of book describing and 
giving prices of Chain Reference Bibles. 


Oo I am interested in becoming your representative in my 
loc: 
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